Norfolk Island Regional Council
MEDIA RELEASE
INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINARY RATE
On 5 May 2016 the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) (the Act) was amended allowing specific
provisions for the introduction of an ordinary land rate for Norfolk Island. On 20 July 2016 the Norfolk
Island Regional Council placed a recommended rating model on public exhibition for 28 days and if no
submissions are received, the model becomes the rating structure for the Norfolk Island Regional
Council 2016/2017.
The proposed rating model is currently on public exhibition until 19 August 2016 and community
members are invited to lodge submissions to ‘Public Submissions, Norfolk Island Regional Council, PO
Box 95, Norfolk Island, 2899’ or email gaye.evans@nirc.gov.nf. The proposed model can be found at
www.norfolkisland.gov.nf/NIRC_Council_Meetings/PublicExhibitDocs and is also copied below.
The proposed model has three categories for ordinary rates - farmland, residential and business, with
each of these having sub-categories. Ratepayers will have the option of paying their rates as one
annual sum or in quarterly instalments. There are concessions on the rateable amount to avoid
hardship and for eligible pensioners. Eligible pensioners are charged half the ordinary rate.
The ordinary rate for 2016/2017 will be a non-value based rates system with the Act requiring Council
to raise $500,000 in rating revenue for the first rateable year, and then a minimum of $1,000,000 for
subsequent years. For 2016/2017 categorisation of rateable land will be conducted by the Norfolk
Island Regional Council. Work is continuing to move to a value based rating system and a new model
may be available for consideration by the elected Council for the 2017/2018 year.
Each rateable land owner will receive in the very near future, a notice advising them of the rating
category and sub-category of their land. Landowners are able to seek a review of their category by
applying to the Council, in the first instance.

‘Revenue from rates is an important component of a Council’s budget. The revenue raised
will contribute to Council expenses such as the upkeep of roads and buildings, contributions
towards Tourism and maintenance of public areas, including picnic areas, sports fields and
reserves which we all enjoy using,’ Ms Lotta Jackson said.
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