
 
 

 

FIREARMS REGULATIONS 1998 
Regulations No. 10 of 1998 

________ 
 

I, A.J. Messner, Administrator of Norfolk Island, acting in accordance with 
the advice of the Executive Council of Norfolk Island, make the following 
Regulations under the Firearms Act 1997. 
 

Dated 9 December 1998. 
 

A.J. Messner 
Administrator 

By His Honour’s Command 
C.N. Ion-Robinson 
Minister for Immigration and Resource Management  

________ 
 

Short title 
 1. These Regulations may be cited as the Firearms Regulations 
1998. 
Interpretation 
 2. In these Regulations, unless the contrary intention appears — 

“the Act” means the Firearms Act 1997. 
Application 
 3. (1) The following persons are exempted from the Act and 
these Regulations in the following circumstances — 

(a) a member of — 
(i) the Australian Federal Police; or  
(ii) a police force of a State or Territory of the 

Commonwealth; or 
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(iii) the Australian Cadet Corps established under the 
Defence Act 1903 of the Commonwealth, 

in respect of a firearm in the member’s possession for use in 
the performance of his or her functions and duties as such a 
member; or 

(b) a prison officer of a State or Territory of the 
Commonwealth in respect of a firearm in the member’s 
possession for use in the performance of his or her functions 
and duties as such a member; or 

(c) any person in respect of the possession or use of a 
firearm — 
(i) required by law to be carried on a ship or aircraft by 

the master, captain, or member of the crew of that 
ship or aircraft in the course of his or her duties as 
master, captain or member, as the case requires; or 

(ii) for the purpose of receiving instruction, on an 
approved range, in the use of a firearm, if — 
(A) the person is under the immediate 

supervision of an approved instructor; and 
(B) the firearm used for that purpose is owned 

by the approved instructor or by an approved 
club; or 

(iii) in the case of an air gun—for the purposes of 
shooting at a shooting gallery, show, fair or 
amusement centre while that person — 
(A) has the firearm in his or her possession; or 
(B) uses the firearm at the gallery, show, fair or 

amusement centre, 
under the immediate supervision of the owner of the 
firearm who is the holder of a Category A licence on 
which the firearm is specified or endorsed, or a 
person employed or engaged by the owner; or 

(iv) for the purpose of performing his or her functions as 
an authorised range officer or approved instructor at 
premises owned or occupied by an approved club or 
approved range; or 
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(v) for the purposes of an approved museum or 
approved collection if the person is authorised by 
the executive member, or is a person included in a 
class of persons, authorised by the executive 
member, by instrument in writing for the purposes 
of this paragraph. 

Prescribed form and fee for application for licence 
 4. (1) A person must apply for a licence of a class in the form 
approved in respect of that class of licence. 
  (2) The prescribed fee for the purposes of subsection 15(1) 
of the Act is 2 fee units. 
Prescribed offences 
 5. For the purposes of paragraph 16(5)(b), subsection 25(4) and 
paragraph 34(1)(c) of the Act, a prescribed offence is an indictable offence 
involving actual or threatened violence or the use of a firearm. 
Prescribed conditions - firearms dealer licence held by club armourer 
 6. (1) For the purposes of subsection 20(3) of the Act, it is a 
condition of a firearms dealer licence issued to a licensee for the purpose 
of being a club armourer for — 

(a) an approved club; or 
(b) an approved firearms collectors society or club, 

that the licensee must not make a profit from the purchase, sale or transfer 
of a firearm or firearm part. 
  (2) Despite subregulation (1), the club for which a licensee 
is club armourer may charge a fee to enable the club to recover any cost 
related to the purchase, sale or transfer of a firearm or firearm part and may 
reimburse expenses incurred by the club armourer in respect of that 
purchase, sale or transfer. 
Temporary recognition of interstate and international licences 
 7. The following purposes are prescribed for the purposes of 
section 24 of the Act — 

(a) the purpose of enabling a person to participate in a training 
program associated with a shooting competition approved 
by the executive member; and 
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(b) the purpose of enabling a person to participate in a practice 
session associated with a shooting competition approved by 
the executive member. 

Permits - theatrical and other productions 
 8. (1) For the purposes of paragraph 25(1)(f) of the Act, an 
issuing officer may authorise the possession or use of a firearm by permit 
if — 

(a) a theatrical or dramatic production or a historical re-
enactment in which a firearm is used is being staged by a 
theatrical, dramatic or historical society; and 

(b) the person to whom the permit is to be issued is a performer 
in, or member of the society staging, the production or re-
enactment; and 

(c) the person possesses the firearm for the purposes of the 
production or re-enactment; and 

(d) the firearm is — 
(i) lent or let on hire for the purpose of the production 

or re-enactment by a person on whose licence the 
firearm is registered; or 

(ii) registered or endorsed on the licence of a person 
referred to in paragraph (b); or 

(iii) lent or let on hire by a person who is ordinarily 
resident in a State or another Territory of Australia 
who is legally entitled to possess that firearm under 
the law of that State or Territory. 

  (2) A permit issued in accordance with subregulation (1) 
does not authorise the use of ammunition other than blank ammunition in 
the relevant firearm. 
  (3) If the issuing officer issues a permit under subregulation 
(1), the officer must endorse the permit with the reason for which it is 
issued. 
Permits - possession and use of tranquilliser firearms  
 9. (1) For the purposes of paragraph 25(1)(f) of the Act, an 
issuing officer may authorise the possession and use of a tranquilliser 
firearm by permit if satisfied that its possession and use is a necessary part 
of the occupation of the applicant. 
  (2) A permit to possess and use a tranquilliser firearm 
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authorises the person named in it to use the firearm only in the ordinary 
course of the person’s occupation. 
  (3) In this Regulation — 

“tranquilliser firearm” means a firearm designed for use in 
tranquillising, immobilising or administering vaccines 
or medication to an animal. 

Permits - acquisition, possession and use of powerheads 
 10. For the purposes of paragraph 25(1)(f) of the Act, an issuing 
officer may issue a permit for the acquisition, possession or use of a device 
commonly known as a powerhead if satisfied that the applicant’s 
acquisition, possession or use of the device will be for an occupational 
purpose or for a marine recreational purpose. 
Acquisition and possession of war souvenirs 
 11. For the purpose of paragraph 25(1)(f) of the Act, an issuing 
officer may issue a permit for the acquisition and possession by an 
applicant of an inoperable firearm if satisfied that the firearm is a souvenir 
of a war theatre with which the applicant has, or a relative of the applicant 
has or had, a real connection. 
Prescribed form and fee for application for permit 
 12. (1) A person must apply for a permit of a class in the form 
approved in respect of that class of permit. 
  (2) The prescribed fee for the purposes of subsection 26(1) 
of the Act is 2 fee units. 
Minor’s firearms permits 
 13. For the purposes of subsection 28(2) of the Act, the age of 12 
years is prescribed. 
Register of firearms 
 14. The following information must be included in the Register of 
firearms — 

(a) name, address, date of birth and gender of the person in 
whose name the firearm is registered; and 

(b) particulars of the grant of any licence or permit for the 
firearm and of any renewal, suspension, cancellation or 
surrender of that licence or permit; and 

(c) the identifying number of any spare barrel for the firearm 
where the barrel and the firearm are of a different calibre; 
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and 
(d) the date on which the person in whose name the firearm is 

or was registered acquired it and disposed of it and the 
name and address of the person from whom it was acquired. 

Prescribed manner and fee for application for registration 
 15. (1) A person must apply to an issuing officer for 
registration in the approved form providing the information required by 
that form. 
  (2) The prescribed fee for the purposes of subsection 33(1) 
of the Act is 2 fee units. 
Unregistered firearms - prescribed period 
 16. (1) A person exempted under section 24 of the Act from the 
requirements of section 6 of the Act is also, for the period of that 
exemption, exempted from compliance with subsection 35(1) of the Act. 
  (2) The prescribed period for the purposes of subsection 
35(3) of the Act is 7 days. 
Requirements relating to registered firearms -  particulars 
 17. (1) For the purposes of paragraph 36(1)(b) of the Act 
particulars of the sale, loss or theft must, if the police officer requires, be 
supplied in writing verified by statutory declaration. 
  (2) For the purposes of subsection 36(2) of the Act, the 
prescribed particulars are the particulars required to be included in the 
Register of firearms in respect of the acquisition. 
Recording of transactions 
 18. For the purposes of paragraph 40(1)(b) of the Act, a record 
must be sent to the issuing officer not later than 7 days after the relevant 
transaction or dealing. 
Safe keeping - Firearms dealers 
 19. The holder of a firearms dealer licence will be taken to have 
complied with section 43 of the Act regarding safe storage of a firearm 
possessed by the firearms dealer for the purposes of the licence if the 
licence holder — 

(a) in respect of a Category A or B firearm — 
(i) securely attaches the firearm to a rack by means of a 

stainless steel cable that — 
(A) is not less than 3 mm in diameter; and 
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(B) passes through the trigger guard; and 
(C) is securely affixed at the end that is not 

attached to the rack by a padlock of 
appropriate strength; and 

(ii) permanently affixes the rack to a wall; and 
(iii) when business ceases for the day secures the firearm 

by means of a security grille metal shutter, the rods 
of which are not less than 5 mm in diameter and 
which is fixed to the rack at either end with 
padlocks of appropriate strength; and 

(b) in respect of a Category C or H firearm, if the licence 
holder secures the firearm in a metal safe or a concrete or 
brick safe of a type described in regulation 17 at all times 
that the firearm is not being inspected by a customer; and 

(c) any perimeter doors of the premises on which the firearm is 
stored are of solid construction, securely hinged in a stout 
framework and fitted with a mortice or a deadlock; and 

(d) any perimeter windows or skylights of the premises on 
which the firearm is stored are fitted with a security grille; 
and 

(e) the premises on which the firearm is stored is fitted with an 
intruder alarm — 
(i) that includes — 

(A) a space movement detector that uses a 
microwave, passive infra-red, ultrasonic or 
similar system of detection; and 

(B) an external noise maker that sounds when 
the alarm is activated; and 

(ii) is connected to the mains power with a battery 
backup in case of power failure. 

Safe keeping - deemed compliance 
 20. (1) For the purposes of subsection 57(2) of the Act, the 
holder of a licence will be taken to have complied with the provisions of 
the Act regarding safe storage of a firearm, in respect of the storage of not 
more than 10 Category A or B firearms if the licence holder — 

(a) stores the firearm— 
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(i) in a metal lockable container (being of “Brownbuilt” 
or similar type); or 

(ii) in a security container that is constructed of a 
recognised hardwood and lined with steel sheeting, 
the door of which is fitted with metal hinges and 
either — 
(A) an appropriate deadlock; or 
(B) 2 sliding bolts fitted with padlocks of an 

appropriate strength; and 
(b) if at all possible, removes the firing mechanism of the 

firearm and stores it in a separate lockable drawer or 
container which may be external or internal to the metal 
lockable container or security container; and 

(c) if the metal lockable container or security container weighs 
less than 150 kg when empty, fixes that container to the 
floor or wall with no fewer than 2 anchor bolts. 

  (2) The holder of a licence will be taken to have complied 
with the provisions of the Act regarding safe storage of a firearm other 
than storage referred to in subregulation (1) if the licence holder stores the 
firearms in a metal safe or a concrete or brick safe in accordance with this 
regulation. 
  (3) A safe referred to in subregulation (2) must — 

(a) in the case of a metal safe — 
(i) be constructed of structural grade mild steel that 

conforms with Australian Standard 3678:1996 grade 
250 and is not less than 3 mm thick; and 

(ii) be constructed with continuous welding on all 
edges; and 

(b) in any other case be constructed of reinforced concrete, 
double brick or reinforced besser blocks that are not less 
than 140 mm thick; and 
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(c) be fitted with a door — 
(i) constructed of structural grade mild steel that 

conforms with Australian Standard 3678:1996 grade 
250 and is not less than 3 mm thick and that is 
swung on either — 
(A) concealed pivots; or 
(B) externally mounted sealed end hinges 

welded to the door and body of the 
container; and 

(ii) that is flush fitting with a clearance around it of no 
more than 1 mm; and 

(d) if the door is hinged, have a fixed locking bar or dogging 
bolts welded to the inside face of the door near the hinge 
edge that engages or engage in a rebate in the container 
body when the door is closed; and 

(e) be fitted with a 5 lever key deadlock, or a locking 
mechanism that provides at least equivalent security, 
securely fixed to the rear face of the door by retaining 
screws and a metal strap overlapping, or enclosing, the 
locking case with each end welded to the rear door face; and 

(f) be constructed with a full length steel rebate welded to the 
side of the container body, the locking edge of which will 
receive the deadlock of the locking mechanism. 

  (4) A metal safe referred to in subregulation (2) must be 
mounted on the wall or floor as follows — 

(a) if mounted on brick, the safe shall be attached by at least 2 
Loxin anchor type high tensile bolts with a diameter of 52 
mm x 16 mm and a 10 mm thread; 

(b) if mounted on concrete or stone, the safe shall be attached 
by at least 2 dyna type bolts and expanding anchors with a 
diameter of 70 mm x 12 mm and a 10 mm thread that are 
internally fitted through holes in the rear or bottom of the 
container that conform with the manufacturer’s 
specifications; 
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(c) if mounted on wall studs or floor joists — 
(i) must be attached flush against the timber or plaster 

surfaces by 2 steel hexagonal head coach screws that 
are not less than 8 mm in diameter x 50 mm in 
length and are internally fitted through holes in the 
rear or bottom of the container that conform with the 
manufacturer’s specifications; and 

(ii) the container, timber floor or plaster wall surfaces 
shall be recessed in such a way that there is no air 
space between the surfaces and the container, with 
the rear bottom edge of the container being recessed 
into the skirting board. 

Safe keeping - display exemption 
 21. (1) For the purposes of subsection 57(2) of the Act, the 
holder of a licence will be taken to have complied with the provisions of 
the Act regarding safe storage of a firearm if the licence holder, in respect 
of display of a firearm for a period of 30 days or less — 

(a) displays the firearm on a solid wood or metal bench; 
(b) fixes the firearm securely to the bench by means of a 

stainless steel cable that — 
(i) is not less than 3 mm in diameter; and 
(ii) passes through the trigger guard of the firearm; and 
(iii) is fixed to the bench by a padlock of appropriate 

strength; and 
(c) if practicable, removes the bolt or firing mechanism from 

the firearm; and 
(d) if not more than 6 firearms are on display, ensures that a 

person with an appropriate licence for each category of 
firearm on display is present at all times when the firearms 
are displayed; and 

(e) if more than 6 firearms are on display, ensures that 2 
persons with an appropriate licence for each category of 
firearm on display are present at all times when the firearms 
are displayed. 
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  (2) The holder of a licence will be taken to have complied 
with the provisions of the Act regarding safe storage of a firearm if the 
licence holder, in respect of display of a firearm for a period of longer than 
30 days— 

(a) displays the firearm in a cabinet — 
(i) that is lockable; and 
(ii) the parts of which that are not glass panelling are of 

solid timber or metal construction; and 
(iii) that contain no glass panelling other than glass 

panelling that is at least 7.5 mm thick and is 
laminated; and 

(b) fixes the firearm securely in the cabinet by means of a 
stainless steel cable that — 
(i) is not less than 3 mm in diameter; and 
(ii) is securely attached to the side or bottom of the 

cabinet; and 
(iii) passes through the trigger guard of the firearm; and 
(iv) is fixed at the end that is not attached to the cabinet 

by a padlock of appropriate strength; and 
(c) if practicable, removes the bolt or firing mechanism from 

the firearm; and 
(d) ensures that the licensee, or the owner or other lawful 

occupier of the premises on which the firearm is stored, is 
not absent from those premises for a consecutive period of 
more than 72 hours. 

Exemptions - permanently inoperable firearms 
 22. A licensee is exempt from — 

(a) the provisions of the Act and these regulations regarding 
safe storage of a firearm; and 

(b) section 59 of the Act, 
in respect of any firearm that an issuing officer has certified has been 
rendered permanently inoperable. 
Appeal - prescribed period 
 23. For the purposes of subsection 60(2) of the Act, the prescribed 
period is 28 days. 
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Not firearms 
 24. For the purpose of the definition of “firearm” in subsection 3(1) 
of the Act, the following are declared not to be firearms — 

(a) a firearm manufactured before 1 January 1900 for which 
ammunition is not readily commercially available; 

(b) an explosive-powered tool whereby a stud, pin, dowel, 
screw, rivet or spike is driven against, into or through a 
substance by means of an explosive; 

(c) a tool or device used to split or break rock or concrete by 
means of the firing of an explosive cartridge an example of 
which is the tool known as the “Boulder Buster”;  

(d) a captive bolt gun of the kind designed for use in an abattoir 
in the humane killing of livestock. 

Dimensions of pistols 
 25. For the purpose of paragraph (b) of the definition of “pistol” in 
subsection 3(1) of the Act, the prescribed dimensions are — 

(a) in relation to a firearm that has no stock, a barrel that is 40 
cm in length; or 

(b) in any other case, an overall length of 70 cm. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

NOTE 
Penalty units 

See section 12A of the Interpretation Act 1979 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Notified Gazette No. 54, 10 December 1998. 
Commenced on notification (No. 54, 10 December 1998). 
Printed on the authority of the Administrator. 
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