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NOTICE OF PROPOSED PROCLAMATIONS 

COMMONWEALTH RESERVES 
Members of the public are invited to provide comments on a proposal to declare a series of new Commonwealth marine 
reserves under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (the EPBC Act).  
 
The notice published in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette seeking comments in relation to the Proclamations 
associated with all 40 new reserves, and other relevant information, can be obtained at: 
www.environment.gov.au/marinereserves 
 
One of the proposed reserves is the “Norfolk Commonwealth Marine Reserve” which is located in the waters around 
Norfolk Island and forms part of the proposed Temperate East Network of Commonwealth Marine Reserves.  
 
Information about the proposed Temperate East Network of Commonwealth Marine Reserves and particulars of the 
Norfolk Commonwealth Marine Reserve are set out below, including the boundaries of the Reserve and zones into 
which the Reserve will be divided.  Particulars of all the reserves can be obtained at the internet address above. 
 
Members of the public are invited to comment on the proposed Proclamations.  Comments must be sent to 
either: 

(1)  Postal address 
Commonwealth Marine Reserves Proclamation Comments 
Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Populations and Communities  
Reply Paid 787 
Canberra, ACT 2601 

 
(2) Email address: proclamationcomments@environment.gov.au  

Comments must be sent by Monday 10 September 2012.  Comments sent after that date or to 
addresses other than those above cannot be considered in the final report to the Minister from the 
Director of National Parks. 

 
TEMPERATE EAST NETWORK OF COMMONWEALTH MARINE RESERVES 

The reserves in the Temperate East Network of Commonwealth Marine Reserves, and any zones within them, are 
intended to be managed and used for the purposes of biodiversity conservation and activities consistent with the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) category to which the area is assigned by its Proclamation and 
the relevant Australian IUCN reserve management principles prescribed by the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Regulations 2000 (Schedule 8) as follows:- 
 1. Marine national park zone – IUCN category national park (IUCN II), to be protected and managed to preserve 

its natural condition.  Intended to provide a high level of protection for the ecosystems, habitats and biodiversity 
within the area.  Activities involving the taking or harvesting of either living or non-living resources are intended 
to be prohibited. 

 2. Recreational use zone – IUCN category habitat/species management area (IUCN IV), to be managed to ensure 
maintenance of the habitat conditions necessary to protect significant species, groups of species, biotic 
communities or physical features of the environment. Intended to provide a heightened level of protection to 
ensure the maintenance of habitats.  Recreational fishing, other recreational uses and tourism are intended to 
be allowed.  Charter fishing, commercial fishing, aquaculture, mining and oil and gas exploration and 
development are intended to be prohibited. 

 3. Habitat protection zone (Lord Howe) - IUCN category habitat/species management area (IUCN IV), to be 
managed to ensure maintenance of the habitat conditions necessary to protect significant species, groups of 
species, biotic communities or physical features of the environment.  Intended to provide a heightened level of 
protection to ensure the maintenance of habitats, particularly habitats of the seafloor.  Recreational fishing, 
other recreational uses, charter fishing and tourism are intended to be allowed.  Some forms of commercial 
fishing are intended to be allowed, but not those using the following gear types: pelagic longline/driftline, hand 
collection, purse seine, Danish seine, demersal trawl, gillnet (demersal and pelagic), demersal longline (auto-
longline and trotline), lobster, crab and fish traps or pots and spanner crab nets.  Aquaculture, mining and oil 
and gas exploration and development are intended to be prohibited.   
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4. Habitat protection zone - IUCN category habitat/species management area (IUCN IV), to be managed to ensure 

maintenance of the habitat conditions necessary to protect significant species, groups of species, biotic 
communities or physical features of the environment.  Intended to provide a heightened level of protection to 
ensure the maintenance of habitats, particularly habitats of the seafloor.  Recreational fishing, other 
recreational uses, charter fishing and tourism are intended to be allowed.  Some forms of commercial fishing 
are intended to be allowed, but not those using the following gear types: Danish seine, demersal trawl, gillnet 
(demersal and pelagic), demersal longline (auto-longline and trotline), lobster, crab and fish traps or pots and 
spanner crab net. Aquaculture, mining and oil and gas exploration and development are intended to be 
prohibited.   

 5. Multiple use zone – IUCN category managed resource protected area (IUCN VI).  Intended to provide a 
heightened level of protection for ecosystems, habitats and biodiversity, while also allowing activities that are 
compatible with the primary objective of biodiversity conservation and the protection and maintenance of 
natural values in the long term.  Recreational fishing, other recreational uses, charter fishing, tourism and 
aquaculture are intended to be allowed.  Mining operations, including oil and gas exploration and development 
are intended to be allowed (depending on whether the operations have been authorised under the referral, 
assessment and approval provisions of the EPBC Act).  Some forms of commercial fishing are intended to be 
allowed, but not those using the following gear types: Danish seine, demersal trawl, gillnet (demersal and 
pelagic) and demersal longline (auto-longline, trotline and setline (setline is intended to be allowed in Solitary 
Islands Commonwealth Marine Reserve)).  

 6. Special purpose zone - IUCN category managed resource protected area (IUCN VI). Intended to provide a 
heightened level of protection for ecosystems, habitats and biodiversity, while also allowing activities that are 
compatible with the primary objective of biodiversity conservation and the protection and maintenance of 
natural values in the long term.  Recreational fishing, other recreational uses, charter fishing, tourism and 
aquaculture are intended to be allowed.  Mining operations, including oil and gas exploration and development, 
are intended to be allowed (depending on whether the operations have been authorised under the referral, 
assessment and approval provisions of the EPBC Act). Some forms of commercial fishing are intended to be 
allowed, but not those using gillnet (demersal and pelagic).   

 
 

PARTICULARS OF PROPOSED NORFOLK COMMONWEALTH MARINE RESERVE 
(a) the proposed boundaries of the reserve are described in the Schedule below  
(b) the proposed name of the reserve is “Norfolk Commonwealth Marine Reserve” 
(c) the purposes for which the reserve is to be declared are the protection and maintenance of biological 

diversity and to contribute to the National Representative System of Marine Protected Areas 
(d) the reserve is to be assigned to the IUCN category managed resource protected area (IUCN VI) 
(e) the reserve is to be divided into three zones, the boundaries of which are described in the Schedule 

below 
(i) the zone in the north of the reserve is to be assigned to the IUCN category national park area 

(IUCN II) and is to be managed and used as a marine national park zone (identified here as 
Zone 1) 

(ii) the large zone in the south of the reserve is to be assigned to the IUCN category managed 
resource protected area (IUCN VI) and is to be managed and used as a multiple use zone 
(Zone 2) 

(iii) the zone in the east of the reserve is to be assigned to the IUCN category habitat/species 
management area (IUCN IV) and is to be managed and used as a habitat protection zone 
(Zone 3) 

 
Schedule 

Reserve and Zone Boundaries 
Norfolk Commonwealth Marine Reserve 

All of that area in the South Pacific Ocean, excluding all areas of land that forms part of the Territory of Norfolk Island, 
bounded by the line(1): 

(i) commencing at the point of Latitude 27° 36′ 00″ South, Longitude 166° 39′ 00″ East; 
(ii) from there north along the meridian of Longitude 166° 39′ 00″ East to its intersection by the outer limit 

of the exclusive economic zone(2); 
(iii) from there generally easterly along that outer limit to its intersection by the meridian of Longitude 

168° 58′ 00″ East; 
(iv) from there south along that meridian to its intersection by the parallel of Latitude 29° 12′ 00″ South; 
(v) from there east along that parallel to its intersection by the meridian of Longitude 170° 22′ 00″ East; 
(vi) from there south along that meridian to its intersection by the outer limit of the exclusive economic 

zone; 
(vii) from there generally south-westerly and westerly along that outer limit to its intersection by the 

meridian of Longitude 166° 05′ 00″ East; 
(viii) from there north along that meridian to its intersection by the parallel of Latitude 31° 09′ 00″ South; 
(ix) from there east along that parallel to its intersection by the meridian of Longitude 167° 07′ 00″ East; 
(x) from there north along that meridian to its intersection by the parallel of Latitude 27° 36′ 00″ South; and 
(xi) from there west along that parallel to the point of commencement. 
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Marine national park area 
All of that area in the South Pacific Ocean bounded by the line(1): 

(i) commencing at the point of Latitude 27° 36′ 00″ South, Longitude 166° 39′ 00″ East; 
(ii) from there north along the meridian of Longitude 166° 39′ 00″ East to its intersection by the outer limit 

of the exclusive economic zone(2); 
(iii) from there generally easterly along that outer limit to its intersection by the meridian of Longitude 

168° 58′ 00″ East; 
(iv) from there south along that meridian to its intersection by the parallel of Latitude 27° 36′ 00″ South; 

and 
(v) from there west along that parallel to the point of commencement. 

 
Habitat protection area 
All of that area in the South Pacific Ocean bounded by the line(1): 

(i) commencing at the point of Latitude 29° 12′ 00″ South, Longitude 168° 58′ 00″ East; 
(ii) from there east along the parallel of Latitude 29° 12′ 00″ South to its intersection by the meridian of 

Longitude 170° 22′ 00″ East; 
(iii) from there south along that meridian to its intersection by the parallel of Latitude 30° 36′ 00″ South; 
(iv) from there west along that parallel to its intersection by the meridian of Longitude 168° 58′ 00″ East; 

and 
(v) from there north along that meridian to the point of commencement. 

 
Multiple use area 
All of that area in the South Pacific Ocean, excluding all areas of land that forms part of the Territory of Norfolk Island, 
bounded by the line(1): 

(i) commencing at the point of Latitude 27° 36′ 00″ South, Longitude 167° 07′ 00″ East; 
(ii) from there east along the parallel of Latitude 27° 36′ 00″ South to its intersection by the meridian of 

Longitude 168° 58′ 00″ East; 
(iii) from there south along that meridian to its intersection by the parallel of Latitude 30° 36′ 00″ South; 
(iv) from there east along that parallel to its intersection by the meridian of Longitude 170° 22′ 00″ East; 
(v) from there south along that meridian to its intersection by the outer limit of the exclusive economic 

zone(2); 
(vi) from there generally south-westerly and westerly along that outer limit to its intersection by the 

meridian of Longitude 166° 05′ 00″ East; 
(vii) from there north along that meridian to its intersection by the parallel of Latitude 31° 09′ 00″ South; 
(viii) from there east along that parallel to its intersection by the meridian of Longitude 167° 07′ 00″ East; 

and 
(ix) from there north along that meridian to the point of commencement. 

 
Notes: 
1. Unless stated otherwise, all geographic coordinates are expressed in terms of the Geocentric Datum of 

Australia 1994 (GDA94) as described in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette GN35 of 6 September 1995. 
2. The exclusive economic zone of Australia and its external territories is established under the Seas and 

Submerged Lands Act 1973 (Proclamation dated 26 July 1994 published in the Commonwealth of Australia 
Gazette No. S290 on 29 July 1994). It commences at the outer limit of the territorial sea (12 nautical miles from 
the territorial sea baselines established under the Act) and extends generally to 200 nautical miles from the 
baselines. 

 
Signed this 5th day of July 2012 

Stephen Oxley 
First Assistant Secretary 

Marine Division 
Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities 

Delegate of the Director of National Parks 
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