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Photo: The Hon. David E. Buffett presenting the Remonstrance to Senator Gavin Marshall, Deputy President of 
the Senate. 

 
The Legislative Assembly at its sitting on 20 May 2015 resolved that a Remonstrance Motion 
be delivered to the Australian Parliament objecting to the removal of the Legislative 
Assembly and the elected representation of the Norfolk Island community, and petitioned 
that any change in governance, to be the subject of a referendum in Norfolk Island. 
 
The Speaker, the Hon. David E. Buffett, delivered on Monday last 25 May, the formal 
Remonstrance to the Deputy President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives in their parliamentary offices.  Speaker Buffett was courteously received 
and had discussion about the purpose of the Remonstrance and the infrequent nature of 
such important communications directly from one parliament to another.  Both Presiding 
Officers undertook to consider its content seriously and to bring it to the attention of their 
respective chambers.  The Remonstrance was tabled in the House of Representatives on 
Wednesday, 27 May 2015 by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the full text of 
which is recorded in the Votes and Proceedings of the hansard.  No action has been noted in 
the Senate at the time of this media release as the Senate does not sit until 15 June 2015. 
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Speaker Buffett responded to radio and television interviews on the contents of the 
Remonstrance and the specific grievances detailed therein. There were questions about 
whether this was the last available mechanism for Norfolk Island to forestall the abolition of 
the Legislative Assembly. Mr Buffett explained that the Remonstrance sought that the 
Commonwealth Parliament reconsider the abolition of the Legislative Assembly, not the 
abandonment of all necessary or desirable governance or policy changes. He also pointed 
out the unprecedented step being taken of removing self-government from a community to 
which it had been extended over 35 years ago.  
 
Speaker Buffett also stressed that the Norfolk Island Government and the Norfolk 
community, while accepting the need for changes to implement mainland taxes and welfare 
services, had identified more effective and efficient governance models which could deliver 
local, state and territory services better suited to Norfolk Island's particular circumstances at 
lower cost, without abolishing the Island's properly elected Assembly. 
 
Advice has been received since delivery of the above Remonstrance, that the Governor-
General Assented to the package of Norfolk Island amending Legislation on 26 May 2015. 
 
 
David E. Buffett 
Speaker 
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