
 
 

 
 

THE GOVERNMENT OF NORFOLK ISLAND 
 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES IS BEING GRAVELY MISLED 
 
The House of Representatives is scheduled to consider the Norfolk Island Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2015 on Tuesday 12 May.  The Bill effectively abolishes the Norfolk Island 
Parliament and replaces it with a Regional Council model.   Passing of this Bill which is 
premised on the fabrication that there has been adequate in depth community consultation 
would be an absolute denial of human rights and a grave travesty of justice. 
 
A Report, with questionable statistics, by the Commonwealth’s representative in Norfolk Island, 
the Hon. Gary Hardgrave, the Administrator of Norfolk Island, has advised the responsible 
Federal Minister, the Hon. Jamie Briggs – 
 

“That the overwhelming view of the community is the Norfolk Island Legislative 
Assembly should be abolished and replaced …. by a local type body” (“Norfolk Island 
Community Report to Minister prepared by the Hon. Gary Hardgrave 20 December 
2014”). 

 
The Chair of the Joint Standing Committee on the National Capital and External Territories 
(the JSC), Mr Luke Simpkins, has reported in similar terms based on a few days on island and 
discouraging Norfolk Island witnesses to the Inquiry from discussing “governance issues”; 
requesting them instead to focus “on opportunities for growing economic activity on the island”. 
 
Assistant Minister Briggs has continued to decline to hold a referendum, claiming that 
adequate consultation has taken place.  The Norfolk Island Government refutes that claim. 
 
The Norfolk Island electorate at referendum last Friday overwhelming voted in favour of their 
being “…consulted at referendum or plebiscite on the future model of governance for Norfolk 

Island before such changes are acted on by the Australian Parliament” - YES votes 624 NO 

votes 266 Informal votes 22. 
 
This result clearly exposes the lie that the overwhelming view of the community is that the 
Norfolk Island Legislative Assembly and self-government should be abolished.  
 
The Australian Government has ignored the petition of in excess of 800 members of the 
community to the Federal Parliament last October requesting that the community be consulted 
at referendum or plebiscite and having a democratic say on the future model of governance for 
Norfolk Island before any proposed changes are voted on. 
 
The Norfolk Island community has now clearly spoken at referendum.  
  
The Abbott Government and the Australian Parliament need to listen, and not ignore the voice 
of the Norfolk Island electorate expressed at referendum.  To do otherwise, will be a day of 
shame for Australia, and the Australian Parliament will go down in history as the first 
Parliament since Federation – and possibly the first in the British Commonwealth – to remove 
a democratically elected parliament even though it has been clearly demonstrated that the 
Australian parliament has been misled. 

 
Robin Adams 
Minister for Cultural Heritage and Community Services 
 
11 May 2015 

Date 10 April 2015 

CONTACT: CHIEF OF STAFF, NORFOLK ISLAND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, OLD MILITARY BARRACKS, KINGSTON, 

NORFOLK ISLAND 2899 SOUTH PACIFIC. TELEPHONE: (+6723) 22003  FACSIMILE: (+6723) 23378 


