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‘A number of recent public comments cannot go unanswered”, the Chief Minister Lisle Snell said today. 

The first is the Administrator suggested the current referendum was not a constitutional matter and 

that the Government was acting like children in the process and concentrating on things about 

themselves rather than the community.  Nothing could be further from the truth.   

“As I said on radio this week, if the Administrator and the Australian Government do not think that a 

question on a community’s political status does not go to the very heart of constitutional and 

democratic process they are clearly mistaken and wrong. Any change to the Norfolk Island Act 1979 

that seeks to remove the Legislative Assembly is in our view clearly a constitutional matter, and 

therefore the right of the people through referendum to have a say in that process is paramount. 

“We now also see through a Joint Press Release from the Liberal and Labor Parties on Norfolk Island in 

their support for a NO vote next Friday saying ’…calling for no further delay in making proper plans for 

economic revitalisation, the youth, the elderly and the most vulnerable in our community..’  

“1 July 2016 is when those benefits will flow to the community, this won’t be delayed.  I have to say, 

that making such commentary suggests they have not taken the opportunity to inform themselves of 

the content and lack of detail contained in the proposed Bills before the Australian Parliament. For if 

they did, I am sure they would have the same concerns as me about the lack of detail, and in some 

areas discrimination particularly in relation to transition in the areas of taxation and pensions. 

“While we should have robust discussion around the referendum I would urge that be on the basis of 

fact and not statements directed to scare. On that I have to put the record right, a vote either way on 

the referendum will not delay the flow to the community of the benefits to the Australian systems 

from 1 July 2016. 

“We are going to hold a public meeting next Wednesday at 5.30pm in Rawson Hall to enable all parties 

and the community to express their views in an open and respectful manner and I would encourage all 

community members to attend.” Mr Snell said. 
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