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Self-Government on Norfolk Island 
 

The Norfolk Island Government Ministers today reiterated the Norfolk Island Government’s position in 
relation to the legislation that is currently before the House of Representatives, that was introduced by 
Assistant Minister Briggs on 26 March 2015. 
 
‘The Norfolk Island Government welcomes the introduction of the Australian Commonwealth social 
security and taxation systems including Medicare and PBS.  This has been a promise to the Norfolk 
Island community since 2010.  The Norfolk Island Government unreservedly rejects the proposal to 
remove self-government from the island and abolish the Legislative Assembly, the Norfolk Island 
community’s elected representative body’ the Hon. Lisle Snell, Chief Minister and Minister for Tourism 
said. 
 
‘It must be acknowledged that whilst the Norfolk Island Government did agree to the extension of the 
Commonwealth’s social security and taxation systems on the island, it did so providing there was a net 
benefit to the Norfolk Island community and taking local circumstances into account.  The Australian 
Government needs to give more than just lip service to the fact that some Norfolk Islanders identify as 
being of Pitcairn-Norfolk descent and with that comes a distinct culture and traditions that must be 
respected and treasured’ the Hon. Robin Adams, Minister for Cultural Heritage and Community 
services said. 
 
‘In 2013 I requested a review to be undertaken by a working group to provide a comparison of the 
Norfolk Island social services benefits against those of the Commonwealth.  Awaiting, in good faith, for 
the time that the Norfolk Island and Commonwealth Governments would discuss and negotiate 
transition arrangements, regrettably that time has not come, despite repeated requests for this from 
Norfolk Island.  The working group aimed to ascertain where members of the Norfolk Island community 
may not be captured positively in the integration. Community members may find sections of this report 
helpful in formulating questions when meeting with Commonwealth Officers on island next week.  The 
basic report is available online and the most relevant information for individuals is on pages 5-9.  
http://www.norfolkisland.gov.nf//reports/SS/’ Ms Adams said. 
 
‘Norfolk Island deserves to maintain a level of self-government, they should be applauded on the 
efforts they have made to date which are significant for a jurisdiction of its size.  Our preferred model of 
self-government recognises that policy-makers in their own regions are the best positioned to 
understand the issues and needs of their own communities and are best placed to provide the most 
practical and appropriate solutions.  Our model acknowledges the need for reform while maintaining an 
appropriate input to policy. To appoint a handpicked, unelected interim Council that would shape the 
long term structure of island governance is absolutely unacceptable’ the Hon. Ron Ward, Minister for 
the Environment said.  
 
‘It is extremely disappointing that the Commonwealth Government would not engage in any dialogue 
whatsoever with the Norfolk Island Government on its preferred model of self-government – a territory 
model of self-governance.  Under the Norfolk Island’s preferred model the Commonwealth systems of 
Medicare, PBS, social security and taxation would still be extended.  The key difference being that a 
meaningful governing body would still be representing the Norfolk Island community, not a Regional 
Council that will consider matters such as waste management, cats and dogs.  The lack of respect 
shown to the Norfolk Island Government, and by extension the Norfolk Island community, in this regard 
is extremely poor’ the Hon. Tim Sheridan, Minister for Finance said.   
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