
      
 

THE GOVERNMENT OF NORFOLK ISLAND 
 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

 
POTENTIAL REMAINS FOR A MEDICINAL CANNABIS INDUSTRY 

 FOR NORFOLK ISLAND 
 

The Minister for Cultural Heritage and Community Services, Robin Adams, is pleased 
to let the community know that she anticipates receiving an application next week 
under the Dangerous Drugs Act 1927 from AusCann Group Holdings Pty Ltd  for a 
licence to import, export, plant, cultivate, tend or harvest and sell cannabis for the 
purpose of establishing a medicinal cannabis industry on Norfolk Island for export 
purposes. 

 

“We are advised,” Minister Adams said, “that the representatives arriving from 
AusCann on Tuesday 31st March through to Friday 3 April 2015 are the Chairman of 
the Board of Directors, Dr Mal Washer; the Managing Director Mr Troy Langman and 
Vice President of Regulatory Affairs for AusCann, Ms Elaine Darby.  

 

“Dr Washer was a former liberal member of the Australian House of Representatives 
from 1998 to 2013; is a past chair of the Alcohol and Other Drugs Council of Australia; 
and was a general practitioner with degrees in medicine and surgery; Ms Darby, who 
holds a Bachelor of Science in Biochemistry & Microbiology, and a Bachelor of Law, is 
currently project manager and investment director with Biological Ventures, an 
advisory firm in the bio-medical sector. 

 

“Managing Director Mr Troy Langman needs no introduction to us on Norfolk and we 
look forward to welcoming him back,” the Minister said. 

 

It is understood that the AusCann representatives are meeting with the 
Administrator, The Hon Gary Hardgrave to discuss their proposal.  This is seen as a 
very positive step forward in the process by the Norfolk Island Government with 
whom AusCann has also requested a meeting.  Minister Adams said, “I will be 
encouraging the AusCann team to talk to the community both in person and on radio 
if time allows during their visit.” 

 

Readers will recall that the Legislative Assembly passed a motion at its September sitting last 

year acknowledging that there is potential for substantial and much needed economic 
benefits to accrue to the Norfolk Island community from the establishment of a 
medicinal cannabis industry on the Island and endorsed such consultation as is 
necessary to achieve this.  The House further acknowledged the health benefits 
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attributed to medicinal cannabis in the treatment of many serious and debilitating 
diseases; recognised the overwhelming support expressed at the public meeting 
convened by the Norfolk Island Government on Thursday 21 August 2014 for the 
introduction of a medicinal cannabis industry on Norfolk Island; and acknowledged 
that Norfolk Island by its isolation provides a safe environment in which to establish 
a world's best practice model for the growing of medicinal cannabis which could 
then be replicated on  the mainland of Australia; including a local medicinal cannabis 
program on Norfolk Island with a view to export. 
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CONTACT: CHIEF OF STAFF, NORFOLK ISLAND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, OLD MILITARY 

BARRACKS, KINGSTON, NORFOLK ISLAND 2899 SOUTH PACIFIC. TELEPHONE: (+6723) 

22003  FACSIMILE: (+6723) 23378 OR CHIEFOFSTAFF@ASSEMBLY.GOV.NF 

 
 


