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The Norfolk Island Legislative Assembly met on Tuesday, 24 March 2015 to consider a Matter of 

Public Importance in relation to the announcement made by the Hon Jamie Briggs, MP, Assistant 

Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development by letter dated 19 March 2015, and in 

particular the advice that the Australian Government will amend the Norfolk Island Act 1979 (Cth) to 

transition the Norfolk Island Legislative Assembly to a Norfolk Island Regional Council. 

 
All Members spoke to the Matter of Public Importance.  Members’ statements will be available as 

soon as the Hansard of the meeting is published, and can be accessed on the website at 

http://norfolkisland.gov.nf/la/Hansard/ 

 

The Chief Minister, the Hon Lisle Snell, wrote on 24 March 2015 to the Hon Jamie Briggs, MP, 

Assistant Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development advising him of Tuesday’s meeting of 

the Legislative Assembly and urging him to withhold the introduction into the Commonwealth 

Parliament of the Bill to amend the Norfolk Island Act 1979 to abolish the Legislative Assembly of 

Norfolk Island.  The Chief Minister has again requested that the Norfolk Island Government and 

Commonwealth Government return to the negotiation table as a matter of urgency. 

 

In writing to Assistant Minister Briggs, the Chief Minister has again pointed out that the Norfolk 

Island Government has embraced the need for reform but there has never been any suggestion that that 

reform required the abolition of the Norfolk Island Legislative Assembly which is the democratically 

elected representative body of the Norfolk Island community. 

 

The Chief Minister advised, “In my letter to Assistant Minister Briggs I reminded him that during his 

one and only visit to Norfolk Island he undertook to consult with Norfolk Island on the options for 

governance before providing a submission to the Federal Cabinet. 

 

“I have drawn Minister Briggs’ attention to the March 2011 Norfolk Island Roadmap between the 

Commonwealth and Norfolk Island Government which set out the reform processes including 

governance reform leading to a modified self-government model. The Norfolk Island Government 

continues to await the courtesy of a response to its preferred model for territory self-governance. 

 

“I have again urged the Commonwealth Government through Assistant Minister Briggs, to consider 

and adopt the Norfolk Island Government’s preferred model for territory self-governance and retain 

the Legislative Assembly of Norfolk Island as the most appropriate body to transition the Island into 

the Australian taxation and social welfare systems as agreed in 2010.  Such transition to the Australian 

taxation and social security systems to be on the basis that there will be a net benefit for Norfolk 

Island and its community and there is appropriate consideration of local circumstances,” the Chief 

Minister said. 

 

During the formal sitting of the Legislative Assembly on Wednesday, 18 March 2015, the Legislative 

Assembly passed the following Motion requesting the Speaker to conduct a Referendum: 

 

“That this House, pursuant to section 5 of the Referendum Act 1964: 

 

1. RESOLVES to ascertain the opinion of the electors on the following specified question 

relation to the peace, order and good government of Norfolk Island, namely: 

 

 

http://norfolkisland.gov.nf/la/Hansard/


 2 
Should the people of Norfolk Island have the right to freely determine their political status, 

their economic, social and cultural development and be consulted at referendum or plebiscite 

on the future model of governance for Norfolk Island before such changes are acted on by the 

Australian Parliament.     YES/NO. 

 

 2. REQUESTS the Speaker to direct a referendum on the above question.” 

 

 

The date for the conduct of the Referendum is yet to be advised. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lisle Snell 

Chief Minister and Minister for Tourism 

 

25 March 2015 
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