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Norfolk Island Fuel Shortage 

 
The Minister for Finance, the Hon Tim Sheridan has advised that he has revoked all 
prior directions under section 5 of the Fuel Emergency Act 2005, so the rationing 
ceased at 8.30am Thursday 26

th
 February. 

 
The Tanker Heracles discharged 560,000 litres of ULP, 500,000 litres of diesel and 
190,000 litres of Jet A-1 fuel into the Ball Bay storage facility.  This will provide for the 
Islands requirements over the next 4 months. 
 
The Minister spoke on Norfolk Island radio on Thursday morning to advise of the 
revocation, and in doing so thanked the personnel of Norfolk Energy and the Captain 
and crew of the Heracles for undertaking the discharge of fuel in conditions that may 
not have been ideal.   
 
The Minister understands that the discharge did have some problems but the 
expertise of the Captain and crew and that of the persons from Norfolk Energy 
averted any danger that could have arisen. 
 
The Minister also thanked the community for their patience since the 28

th
 January, 

when the rationing of fuel commenced, and the Administration personnel who had 
the responsibilities to obtain additional fuel supplies to ensure that the community 
had access to fuel.   
 
As advised the additional fuel costs for the imported drums of fuel will be spread 
evenly across the 125,000 litres of drummed fuel plus the 560,000 litres of fuel 
discharged from the tanker, this is necessary to enable the increase to be kept to a 
minimum.  The fuel prices will be re-assessed when the final cost of the tanker fuel is 
received. 
 
The Minister has indicated that a report will be prepared by the Administration and 
that this report will be tabled in the House when received. 
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