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Norfolk Island deserves and expects more than a local council governance model 

 
 

Gai Brodtmann the Federal Member for Canberra in an article published in the 

Canberra Times on 17/2/2015 applauded the recent recommendations of the Joint 

Standing Committee.  In which she supports the removal of self-governance and also 

made comments not based on facts, including that she was the Federal 

Representative for Norfolk Island.  In response I forward the following reply to the 

Canberra Times. 

 
Gai Brodtmann, the Federal Member for Canberra on 17

th
 February 2015 alluded to a  

number of matters that lead to her ill-informed comments. 
 
The total number of Norfolk Island’s population including visitors for the week ending 
12/02/2015 was 2312 as against the total numbers of 1600 she was referring to. 
 
Norfolk Island does have a current operating deficit like nearly all mainland government’s 
including the Commonwealth and ACT government in which Ms Brodtmann resides. 
If having a deficit was the criteria for the removal of self-government, then why is she not 
arguing for all mainland governments running a deficit to be placed into the hands of an 
Administrator?  
 
The Norfolk Island Government has on numerous times attempted to introduce diversity and 
new industries into the Norfolk Island’s economy, but has been frustrated by the 
Commonwealth at every turn. An example of this was the recent issuing of a licence by the 
Norfolk Island Minister for Culture Heritage and Community Services for the production of 
medicinal cannabis on Norfolk Island, which was overturned by a flick of the fingers by the 
Commonwealth.  
 
Ms Brodtmann also suggests that there are no unemployment or healthcare benefits etc on 
Norfolk Island. This displays a total ignorance of the true facts in that pensions and benefits 
are afforded to the residents of Norfolk Island by the Norfolk Island Government. One would 
have thought that in her stated 10 visits to Norfolk Island she would have informed herself 
better about those matters. 
 
She also overlooks the fact, that in 2010, Norfolk Island agreed to the extension of the 
Australian taxation and welfare systems into Norfolk Island, but to date despite constant 
efforts by the Norfolk Island Government, there has been no consultation on the transition 
process by the Commonwealth.   
 
Ms Brodtmann being a member of the Joint Standing Committee on the National Capital and 
External Territories would have known that in recommending the removal of the Legislative 
Assembly in line with former Administrator Neil Pope’s submission that her Committee was 
operating outside of its terms of reference, and that her Committee did not allow the question 
of governance to be put by the Norfolk Island Government during the committee’s visit to 
Norfolk Island. However, her Committee allowed Neil Pope to do so during their last public 
hearing processes in Canberra and then refused a request from the Norfolk Island 
Government to make a public hearing submission in reply to Pope’s comments. 
 
While some of the Island’s residents are enrolled in Ms Brodtman’s Federal Electorate it is 
not the only electorate in which Norfolk Islanders can vote in Federal elections. If she 
considers herself to be our federal representative she should not be supporting the 



 2 
outcomes of the Joint Standing Committee which was operating in such a biased manner 
and clearly outside of its terms of reference. 
 
There is a need for change but the removal of the Legislative Assembly is not the answer. 
The answer lies with the Commonwealth Government working jointly with the people of 
Norfolk Island and the Norfolk Island Government to reach an agreement on the way 
forward, before legislative change is introduced into the Federal Parliament. 
 
The Norfolk Island Government is and continues to be committed to a joint process with the 
Commonwealth on that path. 
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