
      

 

THE GOVERNMENT OF NORFOLK ISLAND 
 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

Traffic Act Amendments 

 
On the 15

th
 October the Minister for the Environment, who has responsibility for road safety 

introduced a Bill to amend the Traffic Act 2010.  

 

The Bill seeks to reduce the level at which sanctions are provided for driving under the influence of 

alcohol and to make provision for obtaining random tests for alcohol and drug use. The Bill proposes 

to reduce the principal acceptable level of alcohol from 0.08 to 0.05 grams of alcohol in 100 millilitres 

of blood or its equivalent in 210 litres of breath. 
 

BACKGROUND 

 

While other road safety initiatives have been implemented, the introduction of random tests and 

reduction in the acceptable level of alcohol was not previously introduced due to Norfolk Island’s 

relatively low traffic density and low speed limits, along with an absence of alternative modes of 

transport. 

 

The work of the Road Safety Committee, and the outcomes of the 2013 Road Safety Forum, confirm 

that there are a number of critical road safety issues facing the Norfolk Island community. 
 

INFORMATION 

 

 There have been a range of road traffic incidents involving extremely high blood alcohol 

levels, and serious accidents that leave no doubt that increased control measures are needed to 

ensure the safety of other road users. 
 

 Both the Court of Petty Sessions and the Coroners Court have made comment in respect of the 

incidence of high range drink driving. 

 

 As Minister with responsibility for road safety I cannot ignore the statistics of extremely high 

alcohol levels on public record, nor can I ignore the need to provide our police force 

unambiguous laws that enable them to do their work effectively. 

 

 Serious alcohol and drug related accidents impact on insurance costs for every motorist.  

 

 The consequences of a serious crash are extreme – no amount of commercial activity justifies 

this trauma.  

 

 This Bill will be a source of angst for some but, as responsible Minister, I cannot ignore the 

risks to individuals or the risk of litigation following a serious drink or drug related accident. 

 Whilst I recognise that such laws will have an impact on some members of the community 

due to public transport not being readily available; such  inconvenience is considered 

acceptable if it reduces the risks of extreme injury or worse  to every road user and all in the 

vicinity of alcohol or drug impaired drivers 
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CONTACT: CHIEF OF STAFF, NORFOLK ISLAND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, OLD MILITARY 

BARRACKS, KINGSTON, NORFOLK ISLAND 2899 SOUTH PACIFIC. TELEPHONE: (+6723) 22003  

FACSIMILE: (+6723) 23378 

 


