
   

 

THE GOVERNMENT OF NORFOLK ISLAND 

 
MEDIA RELEASE 

 
MEDICINAL CANNABIS INDUSTRY FOR NORFOLK ISLAND 

 
The Norfolk Island community will be aware that on Thursday, 14 August 2014, the 
Administrator, the Hon Gary Hardgrave exercised his authority under section 13 of 
the Norfolk Island Dangerous Drugs Act 1927 and cancelled the conditional licence 
issued by the Minister with responsibility for health, Robin Adams, to Tasman 
Health Cannabinoids (N.I.) Pty Limited (Tascann) on 4 August 2014.  
 
“The Norfolk Island Government has expressed its extreme disappointment to the 
Administrator both in writing and in person this morning when all Ministers met with 
him at our regular fortnightly meeting”, Minister Adams said. 
 
“For the information of the community” Minister Adams said, “as a courtesy I met 
with the Administrator some weeks ago in the company of my Chief of Staff, Crown 
Counsel and the Chief Executive Officer (NIA), to apprise the Administrator of the 
Tascann application for a license under section 7A of the Dangerous Drugs Act 
1927.  At that time I offered the Administrator and his staff the opportunity to meet 
with the principals of Tascann who were then on Island so that he could acquaint 
himself with the initiative first hand. 
 
“It is most regrettable that an economic initiative with the capacity to generate 
substantial income and employment for this community over time has needed to be 
put on hold”, the Minister said, “but I give the community the assurance of both 
myself and my ministerial colleagues that we will continue to work with the 
Commonwealth Government to achieve what we trust can be a satisfactory 
outcome that a further licence can be issued to Tascann.  Some of the concerns 
raised by the Administrator include the need for wider community consultation and 
consultation with federal law enforcement and health authorities, together with 
consideration of international treaties on cannabis.  The Norfolk Island Government 
has committed to undertake further consultation,” the Minister said. 
 
The Norfolk Island Government has convened a public meeting at 5:00 p.m. 
on Thursday, 21 August 2014 at Rawson Hall at which Ministers of the Norfolk 
Island Government and Principals of Tascann, who will be on Island, will be 
present to answer any questions the community may have.  At the request of 
the Norfolk Island Government the meeting will be chaired by a previous Chief 
Minister, Mr Geoffrey Gardner. 
 
 
Robin Adams 
Minister for Cultural Heritage and Community Services 
 
15 August 2014 
 
CONTACT: CHIEF OF STAFF, NORFOLK ISLAND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, OLD MILITARY 
BARRACKS, KINGSTON, NORFOLK ISLAND 2899 SOUTH PACIFIC. TELEPHONE: (+6723) 22003  
FACSIMILE: (+6723) 23378 


