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MEDIA RELEASE 

 
Exotic Pest Alert: Potato-Tomato psyllid 

 
The Island-wide Norfolk Island Quarantine Survey has recently trapped a new potentially 
serious exotic plant pest, the Potato Tomato psyllid (Bactericera cockerelli) on a single 
property in the Middlegate/Shortridge area. 
 
WHAT IS IT? 
The potato-tomato psyllid (pronounced 'sillid') is about 2-3 millimetres long, with clear wings 
and a yellow-blackish body with white markings. They jump when disturbed, so the first sign 
of their presence may be small, waxy white beads on affected plants. Eggs are yellow, oval 
and stand on stalks, usually on the edges of leaves. 
 
WHICH PLANTS DOES IT ATTACK? 
Potato-tomato psyllid attacks tomato, potato, sweet potato, kumera, capsicum and chilli 
plants.  
 
WHAT DOES IT DO? 
Potato-tomato psyllids affect plants directly and by spreading a bacterial disease . Both 
can cause serious damage to home and commercial production. 
 
Feeding by the insects reduces crop yields and the quality of fruit or vegetables.  
 
Psyllids are also vectors for a bacterium called Candidatus solanacearum, which causes 
'zebra chip' in potatoes and 'psyllid yellows' in tomatoes. Zebra chip stunts potato, sweet 
potato and kumera plants and kills them prematurely; tubers are small and distorted, with 
discoloured flesh. Psyllids yellows causes leaves to yellow and then die; tomato and 
capsicum fruit are smaller and may be misshapen. 
 
It's important to note that these diseases have NOT been found on Norfolk Island, but in 
every other part of the world where this psyllid has appeared, the disease has appeared 
shortly thereafter. 
 
WHERE IS IT, AND WHERE DID IT COME FROM? 
To date potato-tomato psyllid has only been found at one location in the Middlegate area. 
Arrangements have been put in place to minimise risk of inadvertent relocation to other 
areas, and to determine the extent of its presence. 
 
The pest is native to Central America but has spread to many countries. It has not been 
recorded on mainland Australia but is established in New Zealand. It's possible that it has 
made its way to Norfolk on infested fruit or plant material from NZ. 
 
This insect pest and its associated diseases would severely impact local production of 
tomatoes, potatoes, kumera, capsicums and chillies and would impact potential export 
markets of local produce. 
 
WHAT'S BEING DONE ABOUT IT? 
The Norfolk Island Government is asking all commercial and individual growers across 
the island to monitor their gardens and crops for any signs of the psyllid, tomato yellows and 
zebra chip and to report any suspicious finds to the quarantine office on phone 22609.   
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Growers in the Queen Elizabeth Avenue, Shortridge, Middlegate areas through to 
Cascade are particularly asked to check all current and recently rested farm or garden areas 
for signs of the psyllid, and to make these areas available for expert monitoring. Growers are 
also urged to minimise the transfer of plant material between areas - for example to burn or 
compost vegetation on site rather than disposing elsewhere. As well as taking care to 
disinfest clothing prior to leaving infested areas.  
 
WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 
The Australian and Norfolk Island governments are co-ordinating a joint monitoring effort to 
determine the extent and intensity of the incursion: this will inform decisions about control or 
eradication.  
 
Psyllids are less active in cooler weather and do not lay their eggs until spring, so there is a 
valuable window of opportunity to control or eradicate the pest before it becomes widely 
established. 
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