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MEDIA RELEASE 

 
CASCADE PIER PROJECT 

 
The Minister for the Environment, Hon Ron Ward, at the sitting of Norfolk Island Legislative 
Assembly on 19 March 2013 tabled and read into Hansard a letter to the Hon Jamie Briggs, Assistant 
Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development from the Chief Minister, Hon Lisle Snell and 
was in relation to the funding for the Cascade Pier Upgrade Project. 
 
Minister Ward spoke to the letter, “This project has attracted mixed opinion in the community since 
its inception.  Many people have openly questioned whether this is the priority area in which to 
commence our port upgrade, others question the chosen design as to whether it will withstand extreme 
weather events. 
 
“Mr Speaker, I am not a civil engineer and can not guarantee the design is adequate to every test, but 
there are times when we need to trust the skills of those who are qualified in such matters and ensure 
that all reasonable guarantees are built into the construction contract. 
 
“The project had already been scoped and designed when this Assembly took office.  Projects of this 
scale are not on offer here every day.  If this project grant was of sufficient scale to substantially 
construct a west side port this would have been the priority from the outset. 
 
“The project should be a lifeline for contractors, sub-contractors and those who secure employment on 
the project.  There should also be a moderate flow on through the island’s economy. 
 
“When finished we have an improved jetty and potentially a greater percentage of successful shipping 
movements.  There will be consequential issues like should we sell off our interests in the GBEs to 
fund barges or a bigger crane, and how do we envisage supporting infrastructure to handle 
containerisation.” 
 
The Minister also said that opportunities will still need to be sought to develop a west side port. 
 
As this has been a highly debated topic in the community, the letter to Minister Briggs is reproduced 
below. 
 
 
 
Ron Ward 
Minister for the Environment 
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