
 
Opening of Second Term of the Norfolk Island Central School 

by the Minister for Cultural Heritage and Community Services, the Hon Robin 
Adams JP MLA 

 
At Wednesday’s Assembly meeting Minister Adams in her role of Minister with 
responsibility for education reported on her attendance on Monday 29 April 2013 at 
the morning session of Staff Development Day for the Norfolk Island Central School 
which was open to staff and the wider community. Ms Adams statement to the 
House follows: 
 
“It was an honour for me that my first official activity as Minister with responsibility 
for Education was to open the second term of the 2013 school year of the Norfolk 
Island Central School and today for the record I share with you some of the remarks 
made in my opening address. 
 
“As Assembly Members know Pitcairn Island is said to be the first place in the world 
to establish compulsory education along with the right for women to vote. The 
Pitcairners brought these rules with them when they settled on Norfolk Island as a 
community on 8 June 1856 with School resuming shortly after their arrival on 
Norfolk – on 14 July 1856 to be precise - when close to 70 children crowded into a 
long, bare, white-washed room on the second floor of the New Military Barracks at 
Kingston. This emphasis on school attendance is a reflection of the high value which 
Norfolk Islanders have traditionally placed on the education of their children; a high 
value that very much continues to be evident on Norfolk Island today. 
 
“The school curriculum today and into the future is being modelled on the principle 
that the education system shall meet all needs, rather than one size fits all - that it is 
a CAN DO curriculum and I am sure that Members will agree that is such a positive 
evolution in our education system and augurs well for the youth of Norfolk Island in 
the future. 
 
“The Norfolk Island Central School is the hub of our community and the following 
definition of community taken from the website of The Health Communities 
Movement supports this.  It states - 

Community is defined to include all persons and  
organizations within a reasonably circumscribed  

geographic area in which there is a sense of  
interdependence and belonging. 

“I shared my view that the Norfolk Island Central School is the Norfolk Island 
community in microcosm – it is a geographic area in which there is a sense of 
interdependence and belonging in the people who move in, around and through it – 
the staff, the students and the parents; it is a place in which the community has a 
tremendous sense of pride and belonging; and despite the fact that the education 
budget is so small and the support from NSW is so much more limited than it used to 



be nevertheless our school is a place where outstanding academic and sporting 
achievements are commonplace and where “Teaching and Learning” that occurs on 
a daily basis is first class. 
 
“Notwithstanding the great achievements at our school we must also be ever 
conscious of the changing needs of our youth as we move further and further into 
the age of technology and a good place to start is for Government on Norfolk and 
the School to partner in working towards a common goal that the students at the 
Norfolk Island Central School receive the same opportunities as are available to 
students in schools in NSW.   
 
“We know that this presents a challenge to us in this tiny and isolated community 
where we currently have economic uncertainty but Norfolk is no stranger to meeting 
and solving challenges – in fact I believe that Resilience is a Gene on the DNA of the 
Norfolk Islander through necessity – and that no challenge is insurmountable if there 
is a strong will to succeed and a willingness to work together towards achieving this 
common goal. 
 
“As members are very much aware one of the key platforms on which I stood for 
both the 13th and 14th Assemblies is my belief that Norfolk Island, with the right 
financial assistance, has the potential to be Australia’s showpiece to the world and 
its bridge to the Pacific.  In that belief of course lays the potential for our school to 
equally be a showpiece of excellence and innovation that is the envy of all which of 
course includes adult education – both TAFE and university.  
 
“Following the culture and traditions of our people as laid down in Pitcairn Island’s 
laws in 1836 I continue to promote the pursuit of excellence in education on Norfolk 
Island and as Minister with responsibility for education I look forward to working 
with the School Principal and her staff to achieve these goals.”  End quote. 
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