
     

 

THE GOVERNMENT OF NORFOLK ISLAND 

 
MEDIA RELEASE 

 
Draft Health Services Plan for Norfolk Island 

 
The Minister for Cultural Heritage and Community Services, the Hon Robin Adams, tabled at 
the sitting of the House on 13 November 2013 the Draft Health Services Plan for Norfolk 
Island prepared by Nexus Management Consulting, a firm engaged by the Director of the 
Norfolk Island Hospital, Ms Julie Morrison, in collaboration with the Chief Executive of the 
South Eastern Sydney Local Health District.   
 
The Health Services Plan prepared by Nexus Management Consulting was funded by the 
Commonwealth Government under a funding agreement between the Commonwealth and 
the Norfolk Island Hospital Enterprise signed earlier this year. The Draft Plan may be 
accessed on www.info.gov.nf under the heading of Hospital.  Copies can be made available 
electronically by contacting the Secretary to the Norfolk Island Hospital Enterprise on 
sbuffett@hospital.gov.nf.  
 
In tabling the report Minister Adams called on the community to read the Draft Health 
Services Plan which summarises, in the Consultant’s view, the key issues with health 
services provision on the island; sets out a plan for a new health service model; discusses 
implementation and governance arrangements for the health service plan and lists the 
Consultant’s recommendations on this health services plan.   
 
In urging the community on Wednesday to read the Draft Health Services Plan, Minister 
Adams made it quite clear that the decision as to whether or not the suggestion in the Plan 
that “the health service on the Island needs to be radically recast … by formally closing beds 
and shifting the focus to primary care and aged care” is a decision that should be taken with 
meaningful consultation with the Norfolk Island community as the Plan needs to be a 
community endorsed Health Services Plan. 
 
Minister Adams has consistently expressed the view that the Commonwealth funded Review 
of Existing Child & Family Support Services on Norfolk Island undertaken by Gillian Calvert 
and Marie Connolly and the Review of Norfolk Island Health Legislation provided by Dr Tim 
Smyth provided earlier this year should not be considered until the Health Services Plan for 
Norfolk Island was received.  “With these three reviews now completed, consultation with the 
community can commence.  I see this as an important step in the process as the community 
are key stakeholders”, Minister Adams said. 
 
“I plan to hold a community consultation process in the near future and will advise details in 
due course”, the Minister said. 
 
To start the consultation process Minister Adams said she looks to SWAG (the Social 
Welfare Action Group) and the Norfolk Island Hospital Advisory Board, who will consult with 
hospital staff, to take a proactive role in providing to the Norfolk Island Government their 
views on the Draft Health Services Plan in the first instance. 
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