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Norfolk Island achieves another Centenary  

 

In the Legislative Assembly on Wednesday, 16 October 2013, the Minister for Cultural 
Heritage and Community Services, the Hon Robin Adams, announced that 1 July 2014 
Norfolk Island will have reached another Centenary.  The Centenary of Norfolk Island being 
placed under the authority of the Commonwealth of Australia. 
 
The Minister’s Statement in the House is published below: 

“By an Order in Council dated the 30th day of March, 1914, His Majesty King George V, after reciting 

that the Parliament had passed an Act No. 15 of 1913, entitled “An Act to provide for the 

acceptance of Norfolk Island as a territory under the authority of the Commonwealth, and for the 

government thereof” and that it was expedient that the said Order in Council of 18th of October, 

1900, should be revoked and that Norfolk Island should be placed under the authority of the 

Commonwealth of Australia, was pleased to revoke the said Order in Council of 18th of October, 

1900, and to order that Norfolk Island be placed under the authority of the Commonwealth of 

Australia” 

 “the said Order in Council was published in the Gazette on 17 June 1914, and took effect from 1 July 

1914, being the date of commencement of the Norfolk Island Act 1913” 

 Under that Act Norfolk Island was declared to be accepted as a Territory under the authority of the 

Commonwealth of Australia 

 Honourable Members 1 July 2014 will mark the Centenary of the commencement of the Norfolk 

Island Act 1913 and the Centenary of Norfolk Island being accepted as a Territory under the 

authority of the Commonwealth of Australia.  At the very least in my view this significant milestone 

warrants recognition by the Commonwealth of Australia Government, the British Government 

which handed Norfolk Island over to the Commonwealth of Australia, the New South Wales 

Government and the Norfolk Island Government; and the Norfolk Island Government needs to enter 

into dialogue with the Commonwealth of Australia as a matter of some urgency as to how this 

prestigious Centenary should be acknowledged in a truly meaningful way.  

 As Minister for Cultural Heritage and Community Services including health, social welfare, 

education, immigration and KAVHA to mention but a few of my portfolio responsibilities, I support 

the commencement of this dialogue as quickly as possible on Norfolk Island at both government and 

community level and suggest the first question we need to ask ourselves is this. What does this 

Centenary mean to us on Norfolk Island?   Can it be the milestone from which Norfolk Island is 

launched into a future that is financially, economically, environmentally, politically and socially 

sustainable – Australia’s showpiece to the world, its hub in the Pacific ; its bridge to the Pacific and 

its Jewel in the Crown. 

 If our answer to this question is yes, then there is much to be done in the next 8 months and it 

cannot be achieved in isolation of the Government of the Commonwealth of Australia. 
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 In the press release on 5 September 2013 the then Coalition spokesman on Norfolk Island the Hon 

Michael Keenan MP advised that an Abbott Government would revive the stalled negotiations on 

the future of the island to provide certainty to the Island population within 18 months of the 

election of a new government. 

 When making this statement it is more than probable that the Centenary which cemented Norfolk 

Island’s relationship with the Commonwealth of Australia in 1914 was not high on the Coalition’s 

radar and neither was it high on ours. In fact it is thanks to Mr Kerry Tilson, Publications Consultant 

Philatelic-Retail Services of Australia Post writing on 2 October 2013 to our Philatelic Bureau 

inquiring whether Norfolk Island planned a stamp issue to celebrate the Centenary that 

commemoration of the Centenary has come under discussion. 

Members of the Assembly this week have agreed that commemorating the Centenary is important 

and that to commence the process the Chief Minister should initiate prompt discussion with the 

Commonwealth of Australia on what celebrations they are planning and at the same time seek input 

from members of the community as to how they see this significant milestone can be 

commemorated”. 

 
“The Speaker, the Chief Minister and I had a preliminary discussion with the Administrator today and 

he has indicated a willingness to raise the proposed commemoration of the Centenary in his Report 

to the Commonwealth Minister”, the Minister said. 
 
 

Robin Adams 
Minister for Cultural Heritage and Community Services 
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