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Finance Minister, Hon. Tim Sheridan, wishes to address some community concern 
and misunderstanding in regard to announced increases in customs duty in next 
years Budget. 
 
“Whilst I announced an increase of customs duty to 18% on some imports, this is 
only on personal goods and not on other items such as food. There is no change to 
the duty on food, it remains at 6%.” Mr Sheridan said.  
 
The ease of importing goods direct from the manufacturers and wholesalers has 
resulted in a reduction in government revenue. By increasing the rate on personal 
goods being imported into Norfolk Island, the government should receive a similar 
amount it would receive by way of GST on a similar item sold by a retailer on Norfolk 
Island. 
 
As Mr. Sheridan noted in his statement to the Assembly in tabling the Appropriation 
Bill last week, the Norfolk Island economy continues to contract necessitating 
measures such as a freeze on public service recruitment, filling of vacant public 
service positions by internal transfer or reorganisation, reduction of capital 
expenditure and a general reduction in expenses across the whole public sector. 
 
“The budget has only a few increased charges” Mr Sheridan said, “Passenger 
movement charges will increase by $10.00 per sector. That increase needs to be 
ratified by the Commonwealth. This increase helps support the cost of operational 
expenses at the airport including the recurring cost of the runway overlay”.  
 
Also, telephone charges for calls to international numbers will increase for both 
landlines and mobiles.  International calls via landline from Norfolk Island, during 
peak periods only, will rise; for example the cost of a landline call to Australia will rise 
from 20 cents to 40 cents per minute.  All International calls via mobile have 
increased by 50% during peak and off peak periods; (for example Australia 60 cents 
to 90 cents per minute).  These prices are more comparable with equivalent charges 
for Telstra calls from Australia to Norfolk Island of 97 cents per minute for a landline 
and $1.21 for a mobile call.  For more details of the proposed new call rates visit 
www.ni.net.nf  
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The depressed state of the economy over the past 4 years has seen little to no 
increase in expenditure with all departments experiencing a severe reduction in funds 
available to them to administer their functions. The Government is aware the whole 
community is suffering and accordingly increases in taxes and charges has been 
kept to a minimum. 
 
 
 
 
Tim Sheridan 
Minister for Finance 
 
21 June 2013 
 
CONTACT: CHIEF OF STAFF, NORFOLK ISLAND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, OLD MILITARY BARRACKS, KINGSTON, NORFOLK ISLAND 

2899 SOUTH PACIFIC. TELEPHONE: (+6723) 22003  FACSIMILE: (+6723) 22624 


