
 

 
THE GOVERNMENT OF NORFOLK ISLAND 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

COMMUNITY CONCERNS RAISED ON POLICE WEARING OF FIRE-ARMS  
 

Chief Minister David Buffett has been approached by many local residents voicing concerns 
about the more visible wearing of firearms by the Norfolk Island Police of recent times, and 
questioning why it had become necessary for Norfolk Island police officers to be armed while 
carrying out their everyday duties around the Island. 
 
The Chief Minister has this week raised both the Government’s and local community’s 
concerns with the Officer in Charge of the Norfolk Island Police, Detective Sergeant Craig 
Marriott.   
 
“Sergeant Marriott has quite correctly pointed out to me in my role as Minister for Police that it 
is his responsibility as the Officer in Charge of Norfolk Island Police to ensure that Australian 
Federal Police, Commissioners Orders are followed.  This includes the compulsory wearing of 
fire-arms, while an officer is on duty within the community, to safeguard the public and the 
police officer.  Sergeant Marriott also advised me that when he or his officers had occasion to 
enter the school grounds to conduct lectures or participate in other activities fire-arms would 
not be worn,” the Chief Minister advised. 
 
“During my discussions with Sergeant Marriott I indicated that while I could understand his 
position, it would be my intention to consider raising these Government and community 
concerns with the AFP Chief Commissioner Tony Negus, APN,” the Minister said. 
 
“You will be aware that the Norfolk Island Government had contracted police services from the 
Australian Federal Police under a Memorandum of Understanding for many years.  In June last 
year His Honour, the Administrator and I wrote jointly to Commissioner Negus requesting that it 
be re-negotiated.  As a result of this joint request AFP Commissioner Negus commissioned a 
Review of Policing in Norfolk Island and appointed former Senior AFP Officer Andy Hughes to 
conduct the Review.  I met with Mr Hughes when he visited Norfolk in late August of 2012 and 
raised a number of areas that in my opinion required modernisation.  I have requested an 
update on the Report’s status and have learned that this work has now been widened to include 
a Review of the Indian Ocean Territories.  Until the Review is completed and its 
recommendations made available, the future of policing in Norfolk Island cannot be negotiated,” 
Mr Buffett said. 
 
“However in the interim I believe it is important to raise the concerns of Norfolk Island residents 
that they are alarmed at the much more visible wearing of fire-arms by police officers with 
Commissioner Negus,” the Chief Minister said. 
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