
 

 
THE GOVERNMENT OF NORFOLK ISLAND 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

WELCOMES & FAREWELLS – POLICE & SCHOOL PRINCIPALS 
 

Chief Minister David Buffett extends a warm welcome to new Officer in Charge of the Norfolk 
Island Police Force, Detective Sergeant Craig Marriott and his family who arrived in Norfolk 
Island last weekend.  His tenure as Officer in Charge in Norfolk Island commenced officially 
yesterday, following a whirlwind induction and introduction to the local community over this past 
week overseen by retiring OIC Detective Sergeant Vince Pannell. 
 
“On behalf of the Norfolk Island Government I warmly welcome OIC Marriott in his new role 
along with his wife Anna and three children.  I look forward to working collaboratively with he 
and his team, and am pleased to learn of his intention to continue to build on the excellent 
community engagement work commenced over the past 3 years, by his predecessor,” the 
Chief Minister said. 
 
“I am also pleased to announce that the Norfolk Island Central School Principal, Ms Michelle 
Nicholson will arrive in Norfolk Island on 25 January to commence her new role.  Ms Nicholson 
has spent the past 4 years as Principal of Wilcannia Central School in New South Wales.  Her 
previous experience as Principal in a remote area will serve her well as she assumes 
leadership of the Norfolk Island Central School.  As Minister for Education I look forward to 
meeting her and working together to ensure the continuing excellent education provided to our 
local students,” Mr Buffett said. 
 
“I would also like to take this opportunity to farewell former OIC Vince Pannell, his wife Anna 
and daughter who return to resume life in Canberra.  Detective Sergeant Pannell has been in 
Norfolk Island for over 3 years during which time he has introduced contemporary professional 
policing standards locally and commenced education programs and initiatives enhancing the 
role of community policing.  His leadership in working with Norfolk Island’s young people, in the 
Volunteer Rescue field and in playing a leading role in the development of the Island’s 
emergency services capability through the implementation of the NorDisPlan.  In addition to his 
day to day operational management of the Police Service is greatly appreciated throughout the 
Norfolk Island Government and community. I wish him well in all his future endeavours and 
thank him for his contribution to Norfolk Island,” the Chief Minister said. 
 
“While I have publically thanked and farewelled former Principal Neil Solomon during the 
various end of school year functions, it was remiss of me not to have extended to him via the 
Media the Norfolk Island Government and school community’s thanks for the work he carried 
out during his tenure as Principal.  I wish Neil and his wife well at his new posting this year in 
advance of a well-earned retirement at the end of 2013,” the Chief Minister said.  
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