
   

 

THE GOVERNMENT OF NORFOLK ISLAND 
MEDIA RELEASE 

 
ASBESTOS REMOVAL FROM NORFOLK ISLAND 

 
 
Minister for Community Services Hon Tim Sheridan is pleased to advise that with the option of a 
new shipping route from Brisbane being introduced that it will now be possible to transport the 60 
tonnes of hazardous asbestos, to Australia for appropriate disposal.  This extremely dangerous 
material has been removed from local homes and buildings and stored at the Waste Centre since 
2004. 
 
 
It is hoped that the crates of asbestos that are continuing to build up at the Norfolk Island Disposal 
Centre could soon be removed from Norfolk Island. 
 
 
Because it still needs to go through quarantine, Yamba in New South Wales (a non quarantine 
Port) being previously the only Port out of Australia for Norfolk Island has prevented its removal 
from the Island over the past 8 years. 
 
 
Speaking this week on ABC Radio in Australia the Minister said “With the Ship departing from 
Brisbane which is a full quarantine port, the facilities will be available on the vessel’s return to the 
mainland, to treat goods as necessary to enable entry.  The Norfolk Island Government sees this 
as positive because besides asbestos, we also have something like 5,000 car batteries that we 
have been trying to get rid of.” 
 
 
Removal of these materials will mean the Waste Centre is able to better deal with the build of 
rubbish on the Island. 
 
 
“In addition it is hoped that during the next 12 months it will be possible to work out a regime with 
AQIS in Australia to also provide a smooth transition on a regular basis for recyclables from 
Norfolk Island,” the Minister advised. 
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