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FUTURE FUNDING AND GOVERNANCE ARRANGEMENTS FOR NORFOLK ISLAND  
 

The Government looks forward to an early announcement by the Commonwealth of potential 
timeframes for Norfolk Island’s entry into the Australian Taxation and Safety Net Systems, 
together with the type of Governance Model under which the Island will operate into the future.   
 
“I look forward to an in principle decision by the Australian Government which will enable the 
parameters of Taxation and Governance proposals to be presented to the Norfolk Island 
Government for negotiation and am hopeful that in the next couple of months this will occur,” 
the Chief Minister said. 
 
“The Norfolk Island Government is working also to progress a range of new policies related to 
the Road Map which will involve local legislative changes in the area of Land Valuations in 
readiness for the possible introduction of municipal rates or taxes.  Immigration reforms 
designed to free up the present legal restrictions will enable the attraction of Australian and 
New Zealanders to the Island as new residents, and the implementation of extended tourism 
stays, will also assist the Island’s economic growth,” Mr Buffett said. 
 
“The Norfolk Island Government continues to work collaboratively with Minister Crean’s 
Department to ensure that all that we can do is being done to facilitate the successful arrival of 
Cruise Ship Visits to Norfolk Island, and to pave the way for containerisation.  We are hopeful 
that the Australian Government will be in a position to make a decision to enable work to 
commence early in 2013 following the completion of a Report currently commissioned by the 
Australian Government from Mr Simon Batt of Worley Parsons.  I am optimistic that Mr Batt’s 
Report will be available for public release soon, and that funding will be made available to 
commence the necessary work,” Mr Buffett advised. 
 
“I am also hopeful of an early decision from Minister Crean that sees the funding made 
available that allows the Government to continue to provide essential services such as 
Education and Health Care for both this financial year and the 2013/14 year.  I understand the 
fiscal pressures currently faced by Minister Crean and his Department and thank both he and 
his Government sincerely for the financial support that has been provided in the last two years,” 
the Chief Minister said.  
 
“I pay special tribute to the Norfolk Island community for its amazing resilience and caring 
shown to each other in these very difficult social and economic times that we are experiencing.  
Along with all of my colleagues we are working collaboratively with the Australian Government 
to provide certainty for the Island’s future well-being,” the Chief Minister said. 
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