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NORFOLK ISLAND COMMUNITY AND SCHOOL SOCIAL SURVEY RESULTS 

 
Minister for Community Services, Tim Sheridan tabled at the last Sitting of the Legislative 
Assembly analysis of the 2012 Norfolk Island Community and School Surveys which were 
conducted in the months of March and April, 2012. 
 
“I particularly want to extend the Government’s thanks to His Honour, Administrator Neil Pope who 
persuaded his friend and colleague Mr John Harrowfield, a recent visitor to Norfolk Island, to 
undertake ‘pro-bono’ the analysis of the Surveys.  I am most grateful and want to publicly 
acknowledge the significant work undertaken by Mr Harrowfield in furnishing this professional and 
very useful Report so promptly after his visit,” the Minister said. 
 
“These Surveys follow on from a similar Survey conducted on the Island 10 years ago.  The 
evidence flowing from the Survey analysis will assist the Government to develop future policy 
initiatives that enable us to raise standards of service delivery and improve the levels of 
awareness of social issues across our local community,” the Minister advised. 
 
The first Survey was conducted at the NI Central School of students from Year 7 to Year 12 in 
which there was 60% participation.  The second Survey of the wider Norfolk Island community 
was open to all residents in which there was 7% participation.  Unfortunately the 18 – 35 year old 
cohort is under represented, but the over 55 age group participated significantly, and the 36 – 55 
age group also provided a reasonable sample. 
 
Issues canvassed in the Surveys were wide-ranging and included questions on cigarette smoking, 
alcohol consumption, drinking and driving, illicit drugs, employment, cost of living pressures, 
caring for the aged, bullying and peer pressure, racial intolerance, domestic violence, and access 
to services. 
 
Many of the questions included were also tested in 2001 so where sufficient detail was retained 
and recorded in the 2001 Report, comparative responses could be calculated. 
 
“Some of the results will provide accurate data to enable future policy development.  It also assists 
Government departments and agencies with information to develop targeted responses for 
initiatives to educate the community in prevention measures that will assist all age demographics,” 
the Minister advised. 
 
The Survey Report can be accessed on www.ni.net.nf for any person who is interested in the 
analysis. 
 
“I commend the work done by the Social Awareness Advisory Committee and the Social Welfare 
Action Group for the initiative of recognising the community need and developing the Survey 
questions that have provided this outcome,” the Minister said. 
 
 
Tim Sheridan 
Minister for Community Services 
05 October, 2012. 
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