
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

JOINT STATEMENT FROM ADMINISTRATOR AND CHIEF MINISTER 
 
 

During this week the Deputy Secretary Mr Dan O’Brien and the Assistant Secretary 
Mr Bruce Taloni from the Department of Regional Australia, Local Government, Arts 
& Sport (DRALGAS) have been visiting the island for a series of meetings with 
senior officers and the Government. The objective of the visit was to share 
information on the progress of the Norfolk Island Government’s submissions for 
long-term sustainability under the Roadmap and representations for short-term 
financial assistance to provide essential services. 
 
It was the second visit to the island by Mr O’Brien and the first visit by Mr Taloni.  
As the Assistant Secretary of the Regional Policy Coordination Branch of the 
department Mr Taloni has been tasked with coordinating across the Australian 
Government the responses to the Roadmap reform program.  
 
The discussions centred on the governance arrangements for the future, the present 
state of the Norfolk Island economy and the current budgetary pressures of the 
Administration. 
 
Chief Minister Buffett again outlined to the visitors the dire economic times that the 
Island continues to face and re-emphasised the Island’s commitment to enter into the 
Australian Taxation System, including the GST regime along with also entering into 
the Australian Safety Net. 
 
Mr O’Brien explained that the situation in Canberra was also very difficult financially 
and that Minister Crean and the Department were committed to the Roadmap 
Reforms.  He went on to commend the Norfolk Island Government on its local 
reforms to date as well as the Motion passed at the July Assembly Sitting. 
 
The full details of the governance arrangements will require more discussion and 
consultation between the two governments and community over the next few months.  
 
On the issue of a further funding agreement to sustain the Administration’s budget 
shortfall all parties agreed to enter into discussions in the next few weeks.  However it 
was stated by the Deputy Secretary that the Federal Government would like to see 
more movement with respect to immigration, the introduction of property taxes, more 
deregulation, including divestment of selected Government Business Enterprises and 
changes to the Public Sector Management Act 
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