
 

 
THE GOVERNMENT OF NORFOLK ISLAND 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

PROPOSED IMMIGRATION POLICY CHANGES - WHITE PAPER 
 
Chief Minister David Buffett today announced a Government White Paper entitled “Policies to 
Improve Immigration in Norfolk Island.”  The Paper outlines a range of proposed local 
Immigration changes.  The changes will apply at both the administrative and legislative levels, 
and are designed to lift existing restrictions on Australian and New Zealand citizens by 
removing the necessity for temporary entry or general entry permits.   
 
“The Norfolk Island Government understands that the continuing decline in the Island’s 
population is increasingly detrimental to the economy and is impacting on its potential for long 
term sustainability,” the Chief Minister said. 
 
“The Government has determined where possible to use the legislative and administrative 
mechanisms at its disposal to help reverse the Island’s economic decline.  In removing the 
barriers that allow easier access to Australian and New Zealand citizens to move here and live 
is, I believe, in the best interests of the Norfolk Island community,” Mr Buffett said. 
 
The proposed changes build on those already implemented in 2011.  The first raft of changes 
allowed self-funded retirees and business investors to move to the Island utilising General 
Entry Permit (GEP) requirements.  In addition the Government also removed competition 
restrictions in the granting of GEP’s. 
 
This Policy Paper follows on from the good work contained in the Discussion Paper prepared in 
August by the Independent Immigration Development Working Group and takes account of 
other ideas for change submitted to the Chief Minister by members of the community. 
 
“While some of the changes require legislative amendment, others can be implemented by 
changing forms and local processes that will move the immigration access to one of 
empowerment for visiting Australians and New Zealanders who while visiting may seek to make 
Norfolk Island their permanent home,” the Chief Minister advised. 
 
There are some risks associated with the removal of the current restrictions such as imposts on 
the local benefit schemes by new immigrants in advance of the extension of the Australian 
Safety Net, and these have already been flagged to the Australian Government.  The risk is 
however mitigated by the requirement to have residency status and qualifying periods of living 
(ordinarily resident) on the Island before being eligible for accessing benefits.  Currently for 
most Norfolk Island benefits the qualifying period is five years residency, immediately before 
application.  In the case of the aged benefit it is 10 years residency prior to application.  The 
only major benefit without a qualifying period is the special benefit which is awarded on the 
basis of proved hardship. 
 
The proposed changes mean that migrants who are either Australian or New Zealand citizens 
will be granted a residence permit without a qualifying period, immediately upon application, on 
proof of joining and complying with the requirements of the Norfolk Island Health Scheme and 
Police character checks. 
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Foreign nationals will also be encouraged to migrate to the island however the existing five year 
statutory period will continue to apply before they are eligible to apply for residency and they 
will still be required to hold a GEP as is presently the case, and be subject to Australian Visa 
requirements. 
 
In addition there will be the introduction of a revised visitor permit for Australian and New 
Zealand citizens arriving on the island that has no employment restrictions and is granted 
automatically on arrival and for an indefinite period. 
 
The current requirement for GEP holders to seek Ministerial approval for absence from the 
Island for more than 183 days in a year has also be raised as a disincentive to settle in Norfolk 
Island.  The removal of the qualifying period for residency proposed in the policy will remedy 
this impediment for Australian and New Zealand migrants.  The existing requirement will remain 
for foreign nationals. 
 
The Government will also move to remove the requirement for spouses and children of 
migrants seeking to move to the island.  The applications will be processed on a family group 
basis. 
 
Actions will be taken to improve existing processes and also to develop an appropriate 
monitoring system for the proposed changes. 
 
“A copy of the Policy Paper can be accessed on the Administration Website at www.info.gov.nf   
I encourage people to read it and welcome your comments and support,” the Chief Minister 
said. 
 
 
 
David E. Buffett        
Chief Minister 
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