
 
 
 
Argentine Ants Update. 
 
 
Spring Alert 2012! 
 
As we move out of winter into warmer 
spring weather we will see an increase in 
ant activity from a range of ants present on 
the island.  
In late July an observant landowner in the 
Two Chimneys - Steele’s Point area 
observed and reported a colony of 
Argentine ants in his garden; it was found 
to reach across several private properties 
and judging by the extent and severity of 
it, had been in the area for several years.  
The outbreak has been treated and will be 
subject to monitoring and follow up 
treatment over the coming months. 
 
All previously known areas of Argentine 
Ant activity have been treated, and all are 
showing a strong response to the 
treatments they have had, largely thanks to 
the dedicated efforts of both the first and 
second ant baiting teams. Approximately 2 
kilometres of western coastline cliff-face 
remains a major challenge.  
 
Ants, Argentine and others are starting to 
come out of their winter shelter to forage 
and expand their range. Slightly smaller 
than the common black house ants, 
Argentine Ants are brown and are often 
seen moving in trails, they often go un- 
noticed until they build up into significant 
numbers.  
 
An Argentine Ant distribution map is 
available for viewing at the Health and 
Quarantine office, Public Library and Post 
Office. Preserved samples of both queen 
and worker Argentine Ants are available 
for viewing at the Health and Quarantine 
office. 
Moving individual worker ants does not 
create a new colony; however a queen 

with just a few workers can start a new 
nest and colony.  
Transporting fire wood, gravel, soil, wood 
chip, sawdust, pallets, timber, whitegoods, 
televisions, computers, machinery, stored 
vehicles, vehicle wrecks and dense 
vegetation all have potential to carry nests 
and spread the ants.  
Tractors, implements and earthmoving 
equipment that have been used or stored in 
an infested area are all potential modes of 
transport for the ants. 
Ant activity will be more obvious as we 
move into warmer months.  
 
Left uncontrolled, the damage and cost 
this pest would cause to the Norfolk Island 
environment, economy and tourism is 
massive.  
 
Where an infestation is suspected, non-
toxic lure pots are used to collect and 
identify specimens. To affect control or 
eradication, it is vital that all outbreaks are 
detected and treated.   
As recently reported in the Land Use & 
Environment column, the Commonwealth 
Government’s Caring for our Country 
grants scheme has again granted funding 
to assist the Norfolk Island Government to 
continue this crucial eradication effort. 
 

 
Ron Ward, 
Land Use & Environment, 
Administration of Norfolk Island.  
 

 

Anyone who has observed doubtful 
ant activity, please contact the 
Health and Quarantine office on 
22609 or email ants@admin.gov.nf  
 
Monitoring and control works are 
provided free of charge.  
 


