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NEXT STAGE IN TEMPERATE EAST MARINE RESERVE NETWORK  

PROCLAMATION 

 

The Minister for Tourism, Industry and Development Hon Andre Nobbs this week 

received a letter from the Australian Minister for Sustainability, Environment, 

Water, Population and Communities, Hon Tony Burke in which he advises the next 

steps involved in formalising the network. 

 

“The final marine reserve proposals have been the subject of extensive public and 

stakeholder consultation over the past 12 months, including with the Norfolk Island 

Government.  Thousands of submissions from around Australia were examined, 

and the outcome of the socio-economic impact analysis commissioned by the 

Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics and Sciences have also 

been taken into account in finalising the new Networks recently announced by the 

Commonwealth,” Minister Nobbs advised. 

 

Minister Burke further advises that the reserves include a mix of zoning, with some 

areas highly protected and other areas providing for some sustainable use of natural 

resources.  Attempts have also been made, wherever possible, to align reserve 

boundaries with existing and proposed State marine reserves to provide clarity for 

users.  The waters around Norfolk Island is proposed as a Multiple Use Zone and it 

is not expected that the proposed zoning around Norfolk Island will restrict any 

activities that currently occur in these waters. 

 

“Minister Burke has also advised me that importantly, the proposed Norfolk 

Commonwealth marine reserve will not affect the Memorandum of Understanding 

between the Australian Fisheries Management Authority and the Norfolk Island 

Government,” Mr Nobbs said. 
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The Australian Director of National Parks will now undertake the formal process of 

proclaiming the new reserves under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 1999.  This includes a 60day public consultation process 

commencing this month and, subject to the outcome of the consultation, the 

proclamation of the reserves will occur by the end of 2012.  Once established, 

management arrangements will be developed in consultation with relevant 

stakeholders, including the Norfolk Island Government. 

“I refer you to www.environment.gov.au/marinereserves should you wish to obtain 

further information on the final marine reserve proposals.  I have also been advised 

by the Temperate East Marine Conservation Branch in Tasmania that no fisheries 

areas will be defined in the Reserves as there are hundreds of these areas around 

Australia.  However during the management phase of the Reserves, scheduled to 

commence early in 2013, when discussion around management of The Box 

commences, it may be possible to have it recognised formally during this stage of the 

Marine Reserves consultation,” the Minister advised. 

“During this time Officers from the Temperate East Branch will visit Norfolk 

Island.  I will inform the community when the dates are advised,” Minister Nobbs 

said. 

  

 

André Nobbs, 

Minister for Tourism, Industry and Development 

13 July, 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT: CHIEF OF STAFF, NORFOLK ISLAND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, OLD MILITARY BARRACKS, KINGSTON, 

 NORFOLK ISLAND 2899 SOUTH PACIFIC . TELEPHONE: (+6723) 22003  FACSIMILE: (+6723) 22624 
 


