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MOTION SUPPORTING NORFOLK ISLAND’S ENTRY INTO AUSTR ALIAN TAXATION 
SYSTEM RECEIVES MAJORITY SUPPORT IN LEGISLATIVE ASS EMBLY 

 
 
 
Chief Minister David Buffett is pleased to announce that at Wednesday’s Sitting of the 
Assembly a Motion was adopted designed to convince the Australian Government, once and 
for all, that the Norfolk Island Government, and the majority of Assembly members are keen to 
gain entry as soon as possible to the Australian Taxation System and be included under the 
Australian Social Safety Net (delivering access to Medicare, Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme 
and Social Security Benefits). 
 
All Members of the Legislative Assembly participated in the debate on the Motion.  While 
several members opposed the motion, the significant majority were in favour which, in general, 
reflects the views of the Norfolk Island community.  These reforms when implemented will 
positively assist the Island to reach long term economic sustainability as soon as possible. 
 
“I am confident that this initiative will provide the proof that the Minister for Regional Australia, 
Local Government, Arts and Sport, Hon. Simon Crean requires in order to convince his Cabinet 
colleagues that Norfolk Island is truly committed to immediately joining the Australian Taxation 
System and adopting an appropriate Island Governance Model that ensures the future is 
sustainable for our children and grandchildren,” the Chief Minister said. 
 
“Both His Honour, the Administrator and I are now collaboratively and individually sending this 
message, loudly and clearly, to Minister Crean, his Department and the Australian Government.   
I am confident, it will be heard, and will become the trigger that enables quick decisions to 
prevent dire economic and social consequences which will befall this Island if this message 
falls on deaf ears,”’ Mr Buffett said. 
 
“I acknowledge that not all Norfolk Island citizens share the Government’s position but ensuring 
the Island’s future must be the Government’s priority.  The direction outlined in the motion is 
the option which I believe can ensure our future.  I thank those colleagues who supported the 
motion and acknowledge with respect those who opposed it,” the Chief Minister advised. 
 
“I look forward to a positive message from Minister Crean soon,” Mr Buffett said. 
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