
   

 

THE GOVERNMENT OF NORFOLK ISLAND 
MEDIA RELEASE 

 
RESCUE AT SEA OFF NORFOLK ISLAND 

Minister Tim Sheridan advised the Legislative Assembly that in the early hours of Tuesday 5 June 
Norfolk Island residents were again asked to assist in a serious incident at sea.  It was reported to 
Norfolk Island Police at 8pm Monday evening that the yacht “Beau Geste” competing and in the 
lead of a race between Auckland and Noumea had sustained major structural damage to its hull.   
 
The incident was managed by the New Zealand Search and Rescue in conjunction with Australian 
Maritime Safety Authority.  Detective Senior Constable Tara Ducker and local constable Aden 
Bruce were tasked with the co-ordination of assistance to the stricken Yacht which was then 
approximately 90 nautical miles south of Norfolk Island. 
 
Just after midnight in terrible weather conditions and battling huge swells of 4-5 metres with wind 
gusting at up to 50knots, Darren Bates in his twin-hulled 7 metre fishing vessel “Advance II” ably 
crewed by Dean Burrell, departed Norfolk Island from the Kingston Pier to provide assistance.  At 
just after 3am on Tuesday morning Darren located the Yacht, provided support and reassurance 
to the crew of ‘Beau Geste’ and escorted it into Kingston where it anchored at approximately 
7.30am. 
 
Two other local vessels also put to sea during the morning to assist if they were required. 
 
“On behalf of the Government and the Norfolk Island community I take this opportunity to thank all 
of those people involved in this rescue incident.  In particular Darren Bates and Dean Burrell who 
put their own lives at risk, as well as risking the vessel ‘Advance II’ in atrocious conditions at sea 
to find the yacht, escort it to Norfolk Island and be on hand to rescue the crew of the yacht should 
it have been necessary,” Minister Sheridan said. 
 
“Norfolk Island has a long and proud history of involvement with the surrounding sea and it is 
unwritten law that when fellow seamen are in trouble at sea it is their responsibility to assist in 
whatever way possible.  This rescue is another example of the bravery of local Norfolk Islanders 
and I congratulate them on a job well done,” the Minister said. 
 
“I also pay tribute to the Norfolk Island Police for their role in the co-ordination of a successful 
outcome to what could have been loss of life, or loss of vessel.  Without the vigilance and calm 
decision making displayed throughout this emergency, and the willingness of Darren and Dean to 
provide such assistance without hesitance a potential disaster has been avoided,” Minister 
Sheridan said.   
 
This has not been the end of ‘incident’s at sea’ as the Norfolk Island police are again today 
keeping a watching brief on two more yachts currently limping their way to Norfolk Island in this 
same Yacht race.  There are 20 crew members aboard these two vessels which are now slowly 
making their way to Norfolk Island in their damaged craft.  Again the Norfolk Island fishing boats 
are on standby should deployment be necessary to affect a rescue,” the Minister advised. 
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