
 

 

 
THE GOVERNMENT OF NORFOLK ISLAND 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

AUSTRALIAN BUDGET – NORFOLK ISLAND ALLOCATION 
 
Chief Minister David Buffett warmly welcomed advice from Minister for Regional Australia 
Hon Simon Crean that Norfolk Island will receive $2.9 Million in new money this financial 
year in order to address more of the issues contained within the Road Map. 
 
“Economic Development is required to reinstate strength and a sustainable future for the Island.  
Since signing the Road Map we have removed immigration restrictions for self-funded retirees, 
business migrants and the 30 day requirement has been extended to 120 days before tourists 
will require a permit if they intend to stay longer.  We will continue to work on removing other 
barriers to create an improved environment for business investment and development,” Mr 
Buffett said. 
 
Improved cruise ship visitation and cargo containerisation are planned and the feasibility study 
to ascertain requirements is to be undertaken in this financial year. 
 
Successful discussions took place during the past week between Commonwealth and Norfolk 
Island officers around the work that will be undertaken to prepare the ground for Norfolk Island 
to enter the Australian Taxation System.   
 
“I am pleased to advise that Mr Nicholas Hills has been seconded from the Australian Tax 
Office to Regional Australia for this purpose.  He made his first, of a number of visits planned, 
with the other visiting Officers.  Ms Alison Savary, our long anticipated Commonwealth 
Financial Officer also visited with the team, and will arrive with her family to begin her tenure 
of 18 months at the end of next week.  The first 3 members of the Capacity Building Team, a 
finance officer, a human resources officer and an IT expert, who are all secondees to Norfolk 
Island, and whose wages and living expenses while here will be accommodated by the 
Departments from which they have been recruited, will arrive to commence a six month tenure 
of office with the Administration towards the end of May,” Mr Buffett advised. 
 
Also included in this Budget is preliminary funding to assist both Governments in obtaining the 
best possible expertise to examine in a staged approach some of the economic reforms 
contained in the recently received Economic Development Report which was received late in 
the preparatory stages of the Australian Government Budget process. 
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“During Dr Fogarty’s most recent visit he was very clear that any divestment or corporatizing 
of Norfolk Island Government enterprises would need to be completed over a significant period 
of time, and in an orderly manner, so the money allocated in the Budget is the financial means 
to enable the commencement of the examination process in the short term to ultimately enable 
an informed and transparent decision in the future,” the Chief Minister said. 
 
Protection of the environment is seen as vitally important by both Governments and the waste 
management strategy along with Quarantine Pest and Diseases Survey taken over two years 
(allowing for the examination of 2 complete growing seasons) have been included to assist the 
Commonwealth in progressing changes to their quarantine, customs and migration legislation 
in the medium term. 
 
‘The Norfolk Island Government has been developing its Budget for the 2012/13 Financial 
Year in close discussion with the Commonwealth and has forecast to both the Minister and the 
Department that we may need up to $3.4 million to continue to provide essential services 
locally.  We don’t want to continue the uncertainty associated with our funding from year to 
year and are working co-operatively with the Commonwealth to agree on a fiscal framework 
that provides a sustainable funding base for the Territory Government for the future,” Mr 
Buffett said. 
 
“From the productive discussions held over the past week it is clear that both Governments can 
and will work together to extend the Road Map vision for where the Island should be in the 
next five years.  I anticipate that the mechanism to achieve this will be articulated in specific 
agreements between both Governments during the next financial year,” the Chief Minister said. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
David E. Buffett        
Chief Minister 
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