
 

 

 
THE GOVERNMENT OF NORFOLK ISLAND 

 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

IMPORTANT CORRECTION TO NEGATIVE AUSTRALIAN PRESS 25 MARCH 2012 
 
 
Chief Minister David Buffett is keen to address inaccuracies contained in Articles appearing last 
Sunday in the Sun Herald in Sydney and the Brisbane Times Travel news.  Both newspapers 
contained the sensational heading “How Norfolk Island Has Gone Bust”.  Subsequently I am 
informed radio news in both Australia and New Zealand also broadcast stories. 
 
“There were a range of inaccuracies contained in the print media articles including the headline 
which requires correction.  I assure you that the Norfolk Island Government is not ‘bust’ as 
claimed,” Mr Buffett said. 
 
“Of the $37 million referred to in the article, approximately $17.5 million was for loans to 
upgrade the Airport Runway and other Infrastructure and date back to the early 2000’s.  
Approximately $19 million has been received from the Commonwealth over the past 2 financial 
years of which more than half was to buy out the Norfolk Air Contract, and operating losses 
relating to the Airline, as well as the underwriting of the Air New Zealand Contract for the next 
three years,” the Chief Minister advised. 
 
Norfolk Island residents will know that the two Reports that these Articles are based upon are 
the Economic Development Report recently released and the Public Service Review released 
last January.  Both Governments are utilising this evidence to develop strategies that will 
secure the Island’s long term sustainability. 
 
Many of the recommendations of both these Reports and the Commonwealth Grant’s 
Commission update are now being collaboratively negotiated with the Commonwealth, from 
which a range of economic information has been shared with the local community. 
 
“Despite this negative media, the Norfolk Island Government remains committed to the Road 
Map, as well as building and promoting its valuable Tourism Industry,” Chief Minister Buffett 
said. 
 
 
 
David E. Buffett        
Chief Minister 
30th March 2012 
 
CONTACT: CHIEF OF STAFF, NORFOLK ISLAND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, OLD MILITARY BARRACKS, KINGSTON, 
NORFOLK ISLAND 2899 SOUTH PACIFIC. TELEPHONE: (+6723) 22003  FACSIMILE: (+6723) 23376 
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