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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

ROAD MAP UPDATE ONE YEAR ON 
 
Chief Minister David Buffett provided to the Parliamentary Sitting on 7 March 2012 an update 
on the Road Map in relation to outstanding initiatives awaiting Commonwealth delivery.  In a 
statement to Parliament on Wednesday Mr Buffett addressed some of the obstacles and 
challenges in Norfolk Island’s future.   
 
“With the Road Map to sustainability, it is becoming increasingly clear that some of the 
necessary changes eg around entering the Australian Taxation System and accessing 
Medicare and Social Security benefits will take some considerable time.  Fiscal constraints exist 
for both the Norfolk Island and Australian governments, in the 2012/13 Budget year,” the Chief 
Minister advised. 
 
“I am now preparing to meet Minister Crean in Canberra to discuss these and a range of other 
issues in order to progress our local economy towards sustainability,”  Mr Buffett said. 
 
“To date the Road Map has delivered a substantial economic outcome to Norfolk Island.  The 
solving of the Airline has guaranteed our ability to continue to support the Island’s principle 
industry of Tourism.  This has lifted a significant burden from our budget bottom line and has 
provided significant financial relief in not needing to account for this in the next financial year,” 
the Chief Minister said.  
 
“I know and understand that the local community is concerned and frustrated at the time that 
has elapsed since the signing of the agreement last March.  However I need to make it clear 
that the Norfolk Island Government IS meeting its obligations and will continue to do so to the 
best of its ability over the forthcoming year,“ Mr Buffett said. 
 
“Norfolk Island has been the subject of criticism externally alleging it is not delivering on some 
of its requirements.  I refute this.  In some areas it is essential that the Commonwealth provides 
important ingredients (eg Reports, one being the Economic Development Study), to enable 
Norfolk Island, to meet its commitment under the funding agreement or Road Map,” Mr Buffett 
advised.  A chart of Commonwealth outstanding initiatives is attached. 
 
“I must also advise that many of the initiatives contained in the Road Map like the costs of 
medical services (not just a new hospital), welfare services, education, upgrading of roads and 
building harbour facilities demand many millions of dollars annually.  Our population of 1800 
people is simply insufficient in revenue raising capacity to meet such demands.  This is why we 
are examining and negotiating the entry into a larger pool of revenue where we make a 
contribution according to our capacity.  This in turn enables us access to the wider benefits 
ultimately leading us to the long term sustainability we seek,” the Chief Minister said. 
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