
 
Argentine Ants Autumn Update. 
 
 
As we move from the heat of summer we 
see ants of all types on the move to 
whatever shelter they will be relying on 
through the coming winter. Argentine ants 
are no exception.  
We have achieved excellent control rates 
in most areas baited. Intensive monitoring 
work is being done to track down remnant 
activity.  
It was predicted by consultants this stage 
would take as much effort as the initial 
bulk knockdown. 
Because of the need to find shelter, 
Argentine ant activity becomes a little 
easier to spot at this time of year.  
Most of the original western infestation 
has sustained an excellent knockdown, but 
some parts of the region remain as the 
challenge for this season.   
Results of our late spring early summer 
baiting continue to indicate we have the 
methodology to eradicate this pest.  
The greatest impediment to eradication is 
colonies going un-noticed until they reach 
high population levels.  
There is approximately 2 kilometres of 
western cliff face where isolated colonies 
could persist. We have devised ways of 
applying bait to these areas but monitoring 
results is more of a challenge.  
The Norfolk Island Volunteer Rescue 
Squad is offering to combine their training 
activities with the placing of monitoring 
lines. This will bring an added dimension 
to controlling this prolific pest.  
Distribution maps have been prepared and 
are available for viewing at the Health and 
Quarantine office, Post Office, Public 
Library and National Park office. 
Preserved samples of both queen and 
worker Argentine Ants are available for 
viewing at the Health and Quarantine 
office. 
Inadvertently moving individual worker 
ants is unlikely to create a new colony; 
however a queen with just a few workers 
can start a new nest and colony.  
Moving soil, gravel, fire wood, wood 
chip, sawdust, pallets, timber, 
whitegoods, televisions, computers, 

machinery, stored vehicles and dense 
vegetation all have potential to carry 
ant nests and spread the ants.  
Tractors, implements and earthmoving 
equipment that have been used or 
stored in an infested area, are all 
potential modes of transport of 
Argentine ants into new areas. 
 
 
Argentine Ants are very ordinary looking, 
around 2.6 to 3.2mm long, and are dark 
brown in colour.  Heavy trails of these ants 
can be seen on tree trunks and shrubs.  
Continuous, well-defined trails 
(sometimes more than 3 ants wide) of 
small brown ants of uniform size are often 
evidence of an Argentine Ant infestation.  
If anyone has noticed suspect ant activity, 
please contact the Health and Quarantine 
office on 22609 or email 
ants@admin.gov.nf  
Where an infestation is suspected, non-
toxic lure pots are used to collect and 
identify specimens. To effect eradication 
or control, it is important that all outbreaks 
are detected and treated.  
 
Monitoring and control works are 
provided free of charge.  
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