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OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS TRIBUNAL ON NORFOLK 
ISLAND 

 
His Honour Justice Gary Downes, President of the Administrative Appeals Tribunal (AAT), 
accompanied by Chief Minister David Buffett, and the Norfolk Island Administrator His Honour 
Mr Owen Walsh today participated in the Official Launch of the Administrative Appeals Tribunal 
(AAT). 
 
As a result Norfolk Island now has a dedicated tribunal, where an extended range of decisions 
for which merit review can be requested.  This governance measure follows on from the 
introduction into Norfolk Island last year of freedom of information and privacy legislation, and 
precedes the imminent introduction of the Ombudsman legislation. 
 
Prior to these new governance measures over administrative decisions the bulk of the work 
was performed by the President of the Norfolk Island Administrative Review Tribunal (ART).  
That translates to the Chief Magistrate of the Court of Petty Sessions who is, ex officio, the 
President of the ART.  The introduction of the ART was in its time a significant milestone in the 
development of administrative decisions make in Norfolk Island. 
 
“I acknowledge the very valuable work it has undertaken over the years,” the Chief Minister 
said. 
 
“It is now timely, and highly appropriate, that Norfolk Island adopt a dedicated merit system to 
operate across a wider range of disciplines.  Many thrust the word ‘reforms’ upon us.  I think 
this a dull reference with inference of blame and shame.  I prefer to refer to the excitement of 
advancement in our place of modest size,” Mr Buffett said. 
 
“Of particular advantage in the adoption of the Constitution of the AAT, will be the ability to 
draw on Tribunal members with specific expertise related to the area in which an administrative 
decision has been made upon which an application for review is then lodged,” the Chief 
Minister advised. 
 
During this week an Orientation Program consisting of a number of Information Sessions has 
been conducted for the benefit of members of the community, members of the legal profession 
and public sector officers. 
 
“I offer our sincere thanks to His Honour Justice Downes for his tenacity in bringing this Launch 
to fruition as one of his final achievements as President of the Tribunal,”  Mr Buffett said. 
 
David E. Buffett        
Chief Minister 
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