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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

SERVICE TO NORFOLK ISLAND OF OUTGOING ADMINISTRATOR HIS HONOUR MR 
OWEN WALSH 

 
 
Following the announcement this week by the Commonwealth through both the Governor-
General Ms Quentin Bryce and Minister Simon Crean of Mr Neil Pope as the next Norfolk 
Island Administrator it is also important to sincerely acknowledge and thank the current 
Administrator, His Honour Mr Owen Walsh and his wife, Bianca for their many years of service 
to the Territory of Norfolk Island and its citizens. 
 
His Honour began his service to Norfolk Island as Official Secretary.  In 2008 he was appointed 
by the then Minister to the role of Administrator.  His original term was extended by Minister 
Crean for a further six months in September 2011. 
 
“Mr Walsh’s commitment to the community of Norfolk Island as well as to both the Australian 
and Norfolk Island Governments has been exemplary.  He is held in high regard within the 
Island.  Both His Honour and Mrs Walsh have assisted many community organisations through 
volunteering their time unstintingly.  As well their home has been willingly offered as the venue 
for many worthy causes.  They have also hosted many memorable events over the years for 
which we are all most grateful,”  Chief Minister Buffet acknowledged. 
 
“During his years serving as Administrator Mr Walsh has been able to provide sound and 
helpful advice that has assisted the Norfolk Island Government through a very challenging time 
in its history as we seek solutions to enable stable economic sustainability.  On a number of 
occasions my Government has sought his wise counsel to strengthen and facilitate a positive, 
enduring relationship with Commonwealth Minister’s of the day as well as their Departments. 
Such a relationship is essential for successful Norfolk Island governance,”  Mr Buffett said. 
 
“Establishing good relationships with a new Administrator can sometimes be challenging.  This 
was never at issue with Mr Walsh.  His willingness to help Norfolk Island always in a positive 
and constructive manner has been most appreciated by my Government.  I’m sure I can 
include all Norfolk Island residents in my acknowledgement of his service,”  the Chief Minister 
said. 
 
“While we are sad to farewell Mr & Mrs Walsh we also wish them the very best of good wishes 
for the next chapter in their future.  We look forward to a continuing relationship when they visit 
Norfolk Island in the future,”  he said. 
 
 
David E. Buffett        
Chief Minister 
17th February, 2012 
 
CONTACT: CHIEF OF STAFF, NORFOLK ISLAND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, OLD MILITARY BARRACKS, KINGSTON, 
NORFOLK ISLAND 2899 SOUTH PACIFIC. TELEPHONE: (+6723) 22003  FACSIMILE: (+6723) 23376 
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