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ROAD MAP – LAUNCH OF ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS TRIBUNA L 
 
Following last October’s visit to Norfolk Island of Justice Downes and Principal Registrar 
Philip Kellow to discuss the implementation of the Administrative Appeals Tribunal Chief 
Minister David Buffett is now pleased to advise the Official Launch of the Tribunal here on 
Norfolk Island will take place on 1st March, 2012 at the Supreme Court. 
 
“Accompanying Justice Downes and Mr Kellow on this visit will be the Australian Information 
Commissioner Mr John McMillan AO as well as officers of the Commonwealth Ombudsman 
and Attorney-General’s Department,” the Chief Minister said. 
 
“While the Officers are present here in Norfolk Island a number of Training Sessions will be 
conducted for Norfolk Island Public Service officers, Legal Service Unit officers, local 
Lawyers and a number of community information sessions are planned to ensure a good 
understanding is gained by all interested people as this new legislation is implemented,” Mr 
Buffett said. 
 
Sessions involving an introduction to the federal administrative law framework, the role of the 
Office of the Australian Information Commissioner relating to privacy and freedom of 
information, the role of the Ombudsman and the role of the Administrative Appeals Tribunal 
will all be covered in the lead up to the official Launch of the Administrative Appeals Tribunal. 
 
Access to independent equitable redress is a right in Australian jurisdictions including the other 
external Territories.  This initiative now provides access for the Norfolk Island community 
following the enactment of the 2010 Territories Law Reform Bill.   
 
“These Acts are additional to those mentioned under Section 7 of the Road Map entitled 
Extension of Commonwealth Laws to Norfolk Island and fulfil another commitment along the 
path to sustainability,” Mr Buffett said. 
 
“I look forward to welcoming Justice Downes, Mr Kellow, Mr McMillan and the other 
Commonwealth Officers who will assist us in the implementation of these up to date 
mechanisms to provide future access to fairness, equity and justice that is both transparent and 
independent for our local community,” the Chief Minister said. 
 
Further details relating to training sessions and community meetings will be advised closer to 
the visit. 
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