
   

 

THE GOVERNMENT OF NORFOLK ISLAND 
MEDIA RELEASE 

 
STRATA TITLE WHITE PAPER  -  PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 
Minister for Community Services, Hon Tim Sheridan i s very pleased to announce the visit 
to Norfolk Island next week of Emeritus Professor P eter Butt from the University of Sydney.  
Professor Butt has been sub-contracted by the Unive rsity of New South Wales to assist in 
the preparation of a ‘White Paper’ which will advis e the Norfolk Island Government on the 
suitability of Strata or Community Title to Norfolk  Island. 
 
“I understand that Professor Butt is held in the hi ghest possible regard by his peers, the 
property lawyers of Australia, so it is a tremendou s honour to welcome him here for the 
express purpose of putting his expertise to work in  considering the possibility of 
introducing Strata or Community Title to Norfolk Is land,”  the Minister said. 
 
A public meeting with Professor Butt will be held o n Tuesday 31 January at 5.15pm at 
Governor’s Lodge Resort .  The meeting is intended to provide information o n Strata and 
Community Title utilised elsewhere.  As well Profes sor Butt will be keen to hear opinions 
from the local community on whether these forms of land tenure might benefit Norfolk 
Island. 
 
“I encourage local community interested in land own ership and future development on 
Norfolk Island to attend and familiarise yourselves  with the different concepts of Strata or 
Community Title.  This meeting will be the chance t o learn about the different ways that 
land on Norfolk Island might be developed, owned an d managed in the future.  Professor 
Butt’s visit provides us all with a terrific opport unity to express whether these different 
methods of land tenure might be relevant to people’ s future requirements,” the Minister 
said. 
 
Minister Sheridan is keen to correct some misunders tandings that may be out in the 
community in relation to the concept of Strata Titl e.   
 
“Were Strata or Community Title to be introduced to  Norfolk Island, it would not 
automatically mean the immediate construction of hi gh rise apartments or other 
commercial high rise buildings.  The extent to whic h Strata schemes are possible will 
continue to be limited by planning controls.  On No rfolk Island the Norfolk Island Plan 
would continue to maintain standards such as the cu rrent building height limit of 9 metres 
and building setback requirements.  Any future chan ges would require consultation and 
then be subject to regulatory amendment,” Minister Sheridan advised. 
 
In addition to the Public Meeting Planning Officer Alan McNeil is arranging private 
meetings for those interested in meeting with Profe ssor Butt.  Any person wishing to take 
advantage of meeting him should contact Alan at amcneil@admin.gov.nf  or telephoning 
23595 or 51136. 
Tim Sheridan 
Minister for Community Services 
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