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DISASTER PLAN LAUNCHED 
 
Norfolk Island’s new Disaster and Emergency Plan was launched by the Hon Tim 
Sheridan MLA, Minister for Community Services on Friday morning after being tabled 
this week in the legislative Assembly. 
 
“I am pleased to have publicly launched the completely revised Disaster and Emergency 
Plan for Norfolk Island”, Minister Sheridan said. 
 
Minister Sheridan joined with the Emergency Services personnel, community guests and 
officers from Emergency Management Australia to launch the new Plan. The new Plan, 
known as the “NORDISPLAN”, became effective on Friday 28 October, 2011.  
 
It provides greater guidance to both the community and our emergency services 
personnel in the event of a disaster or emergency, while preserving the flexibility needed 
to prevent, respond to and recover from any of the possible disasters that may affect 
Norfolk Island.  NORDISPLAN is based on a principle of whole-of-community 
representation and participation. 
 
“The community shares the responsibility with the Government to be as prepared as it 
can be for any possible emergency we may likely face.  While our police, fire and other 
emergency services personnel are both skilled and dedicated, each of us must do our part 
to protect our families and property during times of natural or other disaster”. Minister 
Sheridan said. 
 
The Norfolk Island Government was also briefed by Commonwealth officers on the 
upcoming cyclone season.  With a strong La Nina weather pattern already established, 
the experts are predicting at least as active a season as last year, when three large 
cyclones past close to Norfolk Island. 
 
“It looks very much like we will be in for another active cyclone season, so I would urge 
all members of the community to start preparing for their own safety now”. 
 
“While more information will be provided by our Emergency Management Committee in 
the coming weeks, we can all start getting prepared by cleaning up our yards and 
checking that we have basic equipment like batteries for the torches and radio on hand” 
the Minister said. 
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