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After substantial debate, the Legislative Assembly on Wednesday passed considerable 
amendments to the Road traffic Act. 
 
“These amendments are the result of various recommendations made by the Road Safety 
Committee, the Norfolk Island Police and the office of the Registrar of motor vehicles, following a 
period of public consultation.” the Minister for Community Services said. 
 
“Whilst the amendments have been passed by the Assembly, they do not come into effect until 
the Bill receives assent from the Administrator,” the Minister explained. 
 
The amendments are numerous and are a result of a review of the entire Act. The principal 
amendments cover the issue of provisional licences, the wearing of cycle helmets, travel on the 
back of open trucks and the wearing of seatbelts. 
 
Special provisions relate to the conditions attached to provisional licences which are issued for 2 
years and require a driver to show “P” plates while driving. Further conditions apply such as the 
hours of driving (unless the Registrar has otherwise endorsed the licence), the prohibition of 
acting as the licensed driver for the driver of a motor vehicle who holds a learners licence and 
driving with more than one passenger.   
 
The holder of a provisional licence for a motor cycle is not permitted to carry a pillion passenger 
during the first 12 months of issue. 
 
The rules will provide for the suspension of a provisional licence where the holder has 
accumulated 6 or more demerit points and the consequences that flow from that suspension. 
 
A learners licence is now for a period of 1 year rather than 3 months, but a provisional license may 
be applied for after 3 months. The Act now requires the fixing of “L” plates” to the vehicle in use. 
 
The amendments insert provisions requiring the wearing of helmets by riders of a cycle and 
impose penalties for failure to comply. 
 
Changes were made regarding the carriage of persons on the back of open tray trucks or utility 
vehicles in that, children under the age of 5 are not permitted on the back and persons over that 
age must be seated. Also, the sides of the tray must extend at least 150mm above the floor. 
 
The Bill requires the wearing of seat belts by drivers of moving motor vehicles unless reversing or 
exempt and also requires passengers 16 years or older to wear seatbelts in a moving vehicle 
provided there is a seat available with a seat belt. 
 
The Bill requires the driver of a motor vehicle to ensure that a passenger under 16 years is 
appropriately restrained and that if a passenger is under 1 year, the passenger is properly fitted 
into a suitable approved restraint. 
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The Bill allows for certain types of vehicles not to be registrable, such as motorised wheelchairs, 
lawn mowers, golf buggies, motor assisted pedal cycles but still be allowed to be operated on the 
public roads with restrictions.  
 
There are specific exemptions available under the legislation which excuse some persons 
provided they are complying with that exemption. 
 
There are time limits for compliance following the Act coming into effect─ 

• A period of 12 months is given before all vehicles must be installed with seatbelts 
unless exempted or they cannot be driven on a road or registered. 

• After 6 months, a vehicle that has not been previously registered on Norfolk Island 
cannot be registered unless it is fitted with seatbelts. 

• After 3 months if a vehicle is already fitted with seatbelts they must not be 
inoperable or defective. 

• If a vehicle has fitted operable seatbelts, these must be worn upon assent by the 
Administrator. 

 
The amendments introduce a new requirement on drivers as a basic safety issue, namely that a 
driver cannot drive with a person, dog or other animal, or bird on the driver’s lap or between the 
driver and the steering wheel or between the driver and the window on the driver’s side. 
 
“They are the more controversial changes” the Minister said, “The changes reflect and adopt 
proven road safety measures to assist in the prevention of accidents and to protect road users 
and especially our children against the trauma of injury or death arising from road accidents.” 
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