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Chief Minister, David Buffett earlier this week welcomed four senior officials from the 
Commonwealth Grants Commission led by Assistant Secretary,  Ms Catherine Hull to 
Norfolk Island. 
 
“As part of the continuing development of the Norfolk Island Road Map with the 
Commonwealth and with the Norfolk Island Government’s concurrence, the Commonwealth 
has asked the Commission’s staff to update the statistical analysis in the 2006 report, 
“Review of the financial capacity of Norfolk Island,” Mr Buffett said. 
 
“It is important to distinguish this exercise from the full Grants Commission enquiry as 
conducted in 2006, with attendant public hearings and formal submission processes.  This 
time around the Commission’s role is focussed on providing relevant economic information to 
both Governments and it plays no part in recommending any particular policy direction as 
that is properly a matter for the two Governments,” the Chief Minister advised. 
 
The purpose of the visit this week was to obtain updated data and to consult with 
Administration officers, some members of the business community and the financial services 
sector about relevant changes in the delivery of government services and the local economy 
since 2006. 
 
“I am pleased to say that the early indications from the Commission’s officers were quite 
positive and they have expressed a degree of confidence that they will be able to source 
sufficient reliable information to achieve their purpose within the quite tight timeframe 
required.  On behalf of the Norfolk Island Government and the community I would like to 
express our appreciation for their efforts in assisting us at this time,”  Mr Buffett said. 
 
The Commission has also indicated that should any individual wish to provide further 
information relevant to their task, they should feel free to provide it as soon as possible by 
email to – secretary@cgc.gov.au. 
 
“I urge any members of the community who have information that they believe could be 
relevant to the Commission’s work to participate promptly,”  Mr Buffett said. 
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