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Norfolk Island Chief Minister, David Buffett is pleased to announce the successful conclusion 
to negotiations on the $2.9 million Funding Agreement for the provision of essential services 
with the Australian Government for the balance of the 2011/12 Financial Year. 
 
 
Mr Dan O’Brien, Deputy Secretary of the Department of Regional Australia, Regional 
Development and Local Government along with Mr Julian Yates, First Assistant Secretary, 
Territories Division and Ms Gillian Savage, First Assistant Secretary Norfolk Island Reform 
Taskforce visited Norfolk Island to finalise negotiations and sign the Agreement at the end of 
last week. 
 
 
Mr Buffett thanked the Commonwealth and the Norfolk Island negotiators for delivering 
financial certainty for the Island’s Budget for this current financial year.     
 
 
“The Commonwealth, through Minister Simon Crean’s Department has advised the market of 
a forthcoming tender opportunity for the provision of underwritten air services to Norfolk 
Island through a formal advertisement which appeared recently in ‘The Australian’ 
newspaper and the ‘Norfolk Islander’,   Mr Buffett said. 
 
 
Mr Buffett went on to say, “The Commonwealth has informed the Norfolk Island Government 
it is undertaking this process independently of the Norfolk Island Administration and that an 
industry briefing is expected to be held on the mainland in mid-October 2011 and 
representatives of the Norfolk Island Administration will be invited to attend this event.”   
 
 
 “In the interim, and in order to clarify any confusion, there is currently a legally enforceable 
and binding agreement with Nauru Air Corporation Limited, trading as Our Airline, for the 
provision of air services to Norfolk Island,”  he said. 
 
 
Schedule 2 of the new Funding Agreement sets out a range of commitments and 
foreshadowed implementation plans to be undertaken by both Governments prior to the 
Agreement’s expiry on 30 June 2012.  The Agreement aligns with the March 2011 Road Map 
and is designed to facilitate the continuation of the legislative reform and administrative 
initiatives already commenced. 
 
 
Both the Commonwealth and Norfolk Island Government have agreed to continue amending 
existing restrictions on Australian citizens and permanent residents arriving on Norfolk Island 
as tourists.  
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”In relation to Australian citizens arriving and remaining on Norfolk Island as residents the 
Norfolk Island Government has agreed that by 30 June 2012 it will remove Immigration 
restrictions to enable the Commonwealth in turn to facilitate the extension of the Migration 
Act 1958 (Cth),”  Mr Buffett said.  
 
 
In order for the Norfolk Island Government to offset potential financial and social impacts the 
Chief Minister indicated that the Commonwealth had agreed to outline an implementation 
plan for access to Commonwealth benefits schemes, including Medicare and Social Security 
before 30 June 2012. 
 
 
Mr Buffett said that,   “To ensure the success of the reforms the Commonwealth has also 
agreed to review by 30 June 2014, the economic, environmental (including land use) and 
social/cultural impacts on Norfolk Island.” 
 
 
The Agreement includes the Norfolk Island Government’s support for the full extension of the 
Competition and Consumer Act 2010 (Cth) and the reduction of other regulatory barriers to 
competition. 
 
 
 “Support to continue the present arrangements to ensure that a revised management plan 
for the World Heritage Kingston and Arthur’s Vale Historic Area is brought to a satisfactory 
conclusion cooperatively and collaboratively by the 30 June 2012 is contained in the 
Agreement, “  Mr Buffett said. 
 
 
“Overall we are continuing to move forward towards fulfilling the promise of a sustainable 
future for Norfolk Island as contained in the March Road Map,”  Mr Buffett said. 
 
 
A copy of the Funding Agreement is attached. 
 
 
David E. Buffett        
Chief Minister  
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