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CHIEF MINISTER’S ANNOUNCEMENT ON 

COMMONWEALTH FUNDING  
 

The Chief Minister, David Buffett, advised details of additional Commonwealth 
Funding in a radio announcement on Friday, 9 September 2011. 
 
The Chief Minister said that in June, when he introduced into the Legislative 
Assembly the Budget for the year 2011/2012, he explained to Members, and thus 
to those in the Island community, that it was necessary to continue to seek 
Commonwealth Funding to meet operational, service and essential needs in the 
Island.  At that time; the Legislative Assembly approved a 3 month interim 
Budget, for the period July 2011 to 30 September 2011, in expectation of a 
response from the Commonwealth within that timeframe; and we are now in the 
final days of that period. 
 
The Chief Minister said “I had hoped that I would have a response to share at the 
Legislative Assembly sitting on Wednesday just past, but that did not happen. 
 
Late on Thursday night I received advice from Minister Simon Crean of the 
Australian Government, that the Australian Government has agreed to provide up 
to $14.1 million, to support Norfolk Island for 2011-2012.” 
 
The package comprises emergency financial assistance, payable through a 
funding agreement. 
 
The package provides funding to conclude with the current airline in an orderly 
manner over a number of months, in a way to maintain confidence in The Norfolk 
Island brand, and attract a new airline service to Norfolk Island underwritten by 
the Commonwealth, with, for example,  a global distribution system, to broaden 
the Island’s accessibility and expand our opportunities.  On Island at the end of 
the week, is Mr Jim Kichenside, who will be consulting with stakeholders on the 
criteria for new air services. 
 
As is usual at this stage, the detail of these actions continue to be worked upon, 
by both Governments. 
 
In responding to Norfolk Island’s request, Minister Simon Crean, has 
said that, 
 

 “Geographic isolation and the downturn in tourism over recent years 
have had a serious impact on the ability of the Norfolk Island 
Government to fund and provide services to its population 
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The problems affecting Norfolk Island require a long term approach to 
ensure that the standard of living is comparable with mainland 
Australia. 
 
The funding will be used to ensure essential community services, such 
as health, power and law and order, can continue to be provided. 
 
It will also be used to kick-start tourism activity by underwriting an 
experienced airline carrier with capacity to bring greater numbers of 
visitors to the Island.” 
 

Minister Crean is making a similar announcement in the Australian Press. 
 
The Chief Minister acknowledged with warm thanks and appreciation 
Minister Crean’s advocacy on Norfolk Island’s behalf, and his Ministerial 
colleagues in the Australian Government in providing these sustaining 
dollars.  He also extended thanks to Mr Crean’s officers and staff who 
laboured to Norfolk Island’s benefit on this task. 
 
The Chief Minister concluded his comments on radio with the reminder 
that the deliberations and negotiations, about the airline service, on the 
part of the Norfolk Island Government, and the Australian Government, 
are in the Roadmap, contained in Economic Development, the second 
major heading of the Roadmap.. 
 
“This is, therefore, another part of the programme delivery of the 
Roadmap components.  
 
As there are further developments, there will be a sitting of the Legislative 
Assembly to address to finality the budget legislation for the balance of this year,” 
the Chief Minister said. 
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