
   

The Government of Norfolk Island 
 

MEDIA RELEASE 
 

. 
BOVINE VIRAL DIARRHOEA VIRUS ERADICATION PROGRAM COMPLETED 

 
 
The Minister for Community Services, Tim Sheridan, announced in the Legislative Assembly on 
Wednesday, 7 September 2011 the completion of the Bovine Viral Diarrhoea Virus eradication program 
(BVDV). 
 
The BVDV was declared a disease for the purposes of the Stock Diseases Act 1936 on 1 July 2010.  The 
Minister said that the BVDV eradication program commenced in August 2010.  All cattle owners were 
informed of the program and an information session was held.  Vaccination of all female cattle 3 months 
and older were undertaken with a follow up booster vaccination to female cattle around 1 month to 6 weeks 
after they received the first vaccination. 
 
The total cost of the BVDV eradication program was estimated to be $33,450 with the actual costs being 
$46,685.20.  The actual number of cattle sampled was 1571, 43 head of cattle more than the original 
estimate of 1528.  The cost of the program was met by cattle owners ($20 per head) with the 
Administration meeting the balance. 
 
The Minister said in the Legislative Assembly that “only one of the ear notch samples taken and sent for 
laboratory analysis, was initially identified as BVDV “weak positive”.  This cow was impounded in an 
isolated paddock, and a further sample was taken and sent for analysis.  The second test came back 
negative, and the cow was released back to its owner.   
 
The fact that not one single case of BVDV was found on Norfolk Island can be put down to one of two 
reasons: 

1) Through increased awareness of BVDV prior to the commencement of the eradication program, 
cattle owners identified and destroyed any cattle they thought were persistently infected with BVDV. 
This process of elimination managed to weed out the problem cattle before the program had a 
chance to identify them. 

2) Samples sent for laboratory analysis were irradiated by AQIS upon arrival on mainland Australia, 
possibly removing all trace of the virus from all samples before they had a chance to be checked.  
This could not have happened, as each box of samples sent to the mainland was clearly labelled 
with “do not irradiate. 

 
It would appear that the “less than 1%” of persistently infected cattle had been destroyed prior to the 
rounding up of cattle for testing and vaccination.  The analysis of the ear notches identifies the cattle that 
were infected at the time the ear notches were taken, and unlike the blood tests, this analysis does not 
identify the BVDV antibodies.  The fact that no cattle have been found with antigens present in their system 
is not bad news, because if any such cattle had been identified, it would mean continued and ongoing 
surveillance of large numbers of cattle over the next few years, with additional costs to cattle owners. 
 
Norfolk Island can now be considered BVDV-free.  This is a major achievement for any country, state or 
territory, and could not have been done without the cooperation of all cattle owners.  In Australia, nearly 
90% of herds show evidence of past BVDV infection.  Scandinavian countries have been working to control 
BVDV for the past 15 years.  Denmark and Sweden have nearly eradicated the virus and Norway is 
currently BVDV-free.  The United States and Germany have implemented voluntary control programs, and 
New Zealand now has a BVDV control plan underway, starting with bulls used for breeding.   
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Further random tests will be conducted over the coming year, and any cattle being transported to Norfolk 
Island will be checked and verified to be BVDV-free prior to transportation.” 
 
The Minister today, thanked the cattle owners for their co-operation in carrying out the BVDV eradication 
program and advised that if anyone wished to receive more information on the program that they could 
contact Mr Alan McNeil, Acting Manager, Land Use and Environment, Administration of Norfolk Island on 
telephone 22001 (extension 9).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tim Sheridan  
Minister for Community Services 
 
9 September 2011 
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