
   

 
THE GOVERNMENT OF NORFOLK ISLAND 

 

 

 
 

ROADMAP DISCUSSIONS IN CANBERRA 

 

Chief Minister, David Buffett and CEO, George Plant were in Canberra this week 
negotiating and working through further areas in the Road Map to sustainability for Norfolk 
Island’s future. 
 
Significant time has been spent with senior officers of Minister Simon Crean’s Department 
of Regional Australia including a most productive discussion with Secretary Glenys 
Beauchamp, and a number of senior officers negotiating the impending Budget Package 
shortly to be considered by the Australian Government. 
 
Departmental Officers at the most senior level have been working through an 
Interdepartmental Committee presided over by Deputy Secretary, Dan O’Brien to negotiate 
progress. A range of Departmental services is required to enable the future implementation 
of the Road Map and develop clarity around the tasks for those Departments’ time frames 
for delivery of the various new services. 
 
A series of meetings have now been undertaken by the Norfolk Island Delegation with 
senior Managers at the Department of Tourism, Department of Customs and Immigration, 
and the Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs 
including managers from its Social Policy Group and International Branch to ascertain the 
way forward for a raft of Road Map changes. Other meetings with additional 
Commonwealth agencies will follow. The Chief Minister said “Once we have a decision 
from the Australian Government on funding, and provided it is favourable to our needs, we 
have requested a series of information sessions, on island, by a range of Commonwealth 
agencies”. 
 
Chief Minister David Buffett said “I am very pleased at the information that has been 
forthcoming and am encouraged that some of the finer details are now being discussed.  The 
research and review processes (eg Wellbeing Report; the Deloittes’ Reports and the Public 
Service Review), all conducted collaboratively with the Norfolk Island Government, have 
enabled evidence based research to provide information to Minister Crean to underpin the 
Norfolk Island agenda,”  Mr Buffett said. 
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