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Commonwealth Funding  
The Chief Minister said this week that the Commonwealth and the Norfolk Island 
Government had signed a variation to the original funding agreement that provided a further 
$1.8 million to assist in funding local essential services.  
 
“We indicated to the Commonwealth earlier this year that we would need further assistance in 
regards to funding our essential services. In keeping with the Commonwealth partnership, 
discussions have taken place, and in addition to funding education, public health, law and 
order and telecommunications it has been agreed that the Commonwealth will assist in several 
others areas including welfare and workers compensation.  
 
As part of the process, and to ensure the flow of funds, the Commonwealth has required the 
Norfolk Island Government to adhere to some conditions that were not present in the original 
funding agreement.  I have attached these for the community’s information. The variation to 
the Funding Agreement will be tabled in full at the next sitting of the House,” the Chief 
Minster said.  
 
Visitors from China 
Reports indicate that China has become Australia’s largest service export market in the last 
financial year. To put that in context this makes the Chinese market larger that the United 
States. China is Australia’s fastest growing tourist market. China’s population is 
approximately 1.3 billion people with a growing middle class, who are increasingly travelling 
and have disposable incomes.  
 
As the Minister for Tourism, Industry and Development and I indicated on radio on Thursday 
there have been several discussions with the Chinese which commenced last year. Of course to 
facilitate any international visitation to the Island the Norfolk Island Government must consult 
with the Australian authorities. We are therefore in discussions with the Department of 
Resources Energy and Tourism and Tourism Australia about a range of factors, including Visa 
provisions, existing bilateral tourism arrangements between the Chinese and Australian 
Governments, authorisation of operators and the like.  
 
There has been significant comment in the community regarding this issue of Chinese 
visitations. Some have been misleading. For example there was front page comment in the 
newspaper last week (it was not a Government statement) which suggested a list of matters 
being negotiated, Norfolk Island’s Fishing Zone was amongst them, a Chinese hotel another. 
Fishing Zones is not a subject of our discussions. Hotel standards have been raised and the 
prospect of a Chinese Hotel, however the latter in not on the Norfolk Island Government’s 
books for discussion.   
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The discussions at this stage are about bringing some of the Chinese Nationals that are visiting 
Australia, to Norfolk Island for say 3-4 days as a part of their holiday experience. The Chinese 
delegation that recently visited Norfolk Island were impressed with what they saw and are 
extremely keen to commence bringing visitors. If the Chinese visitation becomes a reality it 
will bring more tourists to the island which will assist in dollars to the Island and benefiting 
the whole community,” the Chief Minister said.  
 
Further International Tourism Opportunities  
The Norfolk Island Government is also looking at opportunities to encourage other 
international visitors to the Island. The Minister for Tourism, Industry and Development said 
this week, that the Norfolk Island Government is carrying out evaluations on tourist visitation 
internationally, as well as continuing to focus on the traditional markets in New Zealand and 
Australia. 
 
As a component of the International profile building Norfolk Island had a booth at the recently 
held Australian Tourism Exchange held in Sydney between Saturday 2nd and Friday 8th April 
2011. There has been significant interest and follow up from wholesalers in Italy, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States 
 
“The Norfolk Island Government is continuing to do everything that they can to promote the 
Island as a tourist destination despite our budget restraints. I urge the community to welcome 
these visitors when they do come to this place,” the Chief Minister said.  
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