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BOOSTING TOURIST NUMBERS 

  

The Norfolk Island Government are seeking every opportunity available to boost the tourist numbers 
to the Island, the Minister for Tourism, Industry and Development, the Hon. Andre Nobbs said this 
week.  
 
In recent months there have been discussions with Chinese Tourist operators to ascertain the 
possibility of Chinese tour groups making Norfolk Island a part of their tourist experience when they 
visit Australia.  
 
“It is anticipated that if these tourists do visit, it would be for short stays, in groups such as we already 
have from Australia. The Chinese have shown a significant interest. They have been on two visits to 
Norfolk Island in recent months and the Chief Minister met with a large Chinese delegation when last 
in Australia” Minister Nobbs said. 
 
In addition to the discussions with the Chinese there have been several initiatives that have been 
instigated by the community and supported by the Norfolk Island Government and Norfolk Air. 
 
Our participation for the first time at the Australian Tourism Exchange in Sydney has also returned a 
positive result for Norfolk, with interest from areas such as UK, Italy and USA, intent on adding 
Norfolk Island to their tourism portfolios. 
 
The Minister said, “The Sydney billboard  and smaller "shop-a-lite" shopping centre signage , the 
CUDO campaign, as well as the Imparja advertisements that have been on our screens in recent weeks 
have assisted in lifting the profile of Norfolk Island.  Additionally there has been a resurgence in 
Wholesaler advertising and promotion of destination Norfolk Island. Our representation at Expo’s and 
Roadshows has been very positively received and the ongoing “Famil” program for agents to increase 
their knowledge of our product has had an extremely positive result, with feedback from agents 
indicating a greater willingness to promote the experiences within our world of Norfolk Island.   
 
These initiatives are aimed toward lifting the current seat load factors for Norfolk Air for April 50% 
and May 36%. It should be noted that these seat load factors are for Norfolk Air inventory only and do 
not account for Qantas seats sold, and if compared to last years statistics, it needs to be noted that 
there is significantly more capacity being provided this year for both of these months. 
 
I would like to thank community members, Norfolk Air and NIGTB staff and Board for their positive 
input into promoting our fantastic island. I will provide a summary of the tourism promotion activities 
that have taken place over the last two months in next weeks paper, as well as the upcoming initiatives 
to bring more people here.” 
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