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Chief Minister David Buffett, who also holds the KAVHA and Culture, Heritage & Traditions 
portfolios, is pleased to announce that the Federal Minister for Environment has approved a grant of 
$46,000 to the Norfolk Island Administration to replace the roof of the New Military Barracks. 
 
Mr Buffett, who is also Chair of the KAVHA Management Board, said “the grant will enable 
KAVHA to remove the largest asbestos roof remaining in Historic Area, and also deal with a long 
standing issue of rainwater leaks damaging the building’s interior.  It will also allow a check of all 
roof timbers for their structural stability and making any repairs if needed. This will ensure the 
continuing use of the New Military Barracks for many more years to come.”  
 
The New Military Barracks is of heritage significance for, among other things, its continuous 
association with the Pitcairn community since 1856 for administration and community uses, and as the 
site of the first Pitcairn School established in 1856, as well as being an outstanding example of the 
extensive public works undertaken by Commandant Major Joseph Anderson in the 1830s. 
 
Mr Buffett said that the grant is an example of the good working partnership between the Norfolk 
Island and Australian governments, and reflects the high level of commitment that both governments 
place on maintaining KAVHA’s world, national and Norfolk Island heritage values as a living 
heritage site. 
 
The grant is to be acquitted within 12 months, and work is expected to be scheduled for the quietest 
time of the year when the least amount of staff will be in or around the building and affected by the 
works. 
 
Further details of the grant program see 
http://www.environment.gov.au/minister/burke/2011/mr20110318.html 
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