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The Important Bird Area program is an initiative of BirdLife International, an international 
organisation working in partnership with national organisations such as Birds Australia to 
protect and monitor key populations of the world’s birds. BirdLife’s Australian partner, Birds 
Australia (BA), had with the assistance of many groups and organisations, by late 2009 
designated 314 Important Bird Areas (IBAs) in Australia. Two IBAs are relevant to Norfolk 
Island: the Norfolk Island and Phillip Island (Norfolk Island) IBAs .  
 
Important Bird Areas 
Important Bird Areas (IBAs) form a worldwide network of sites for the conservation of birds. 
The effective conservation of these sites contributes substantially to the protection of the 
world’s birds and other species.  
 
IBAs are:  

• Places of international significance for the conservation of birds and other 
elements of biodiversity 

• Recognised world-wide as practical tools for conservation 
• Are site-based: i.e., they are distinct areas amenable to conservation action 
• Identified using standardised, agreed criteria 
• Non statutory. The non-statutory status of IBAs provides flexibility and broad 

public acceptance of the non-governmental process 
• Sites that together form part of a wider, integrated approach to the conservation 

and sustainable use of the natural environment.  
 
IBAs are designated for sites that meet at 
least one of a number of internationally 
agreed criteria for vulnerable species. In 
Australia, the relevant criteria are:  
• The site regularly supports species of 

global conservation concern. These 
are species listed as Vulnerable, 
Endangered or Critically Endangered 
under the IUCN criteria, and are listed 
in the IUCN Red List of threatened 
species.  

• The site regularly supports 
representative assemblages of 
restricted-range (endemic) species. 

• The site regularly supports at least one 
per cent of the world’s population of 
at least one congregatory species 
(waterbirds, shorebirds, seabirds or, 
less frequently, terrestrial birds).  

Northern islets at Norfolk Island. Norfolk and 
Nepean Islands are internationally recognised as an 
Important Bird Area partly for supporting globally 
significant populations of seabirds. Photo by 
Margaret Christian.  
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Once identified, each IBA requires regular monitoring or assessment to ensure that its 
conservation values are retained. Conservation action is critical: IBAs can be the focus of 
conservation initiatives of local communities or individuals, or of land managers such as 
government agencies or larger non-government organisations.  
 
IBAs critical for the conservation of Australia’s birds have been designated for threatened, 
restricted range and congregatory bird species. Phase One of this important national and 
international project designated IBAs across all Australian States and most off-shore 
Territories, engaging multiple stakeholders including government and non-government 
agencies and organisations, community groups, birding groups, conservation groups and 
others.  
 
Australia now has 314 IBAs encompassing almost 44 million hectares of land. These are in 
all States and most Territories, including off-shore Territories such as Norfolk, Christmas and 
Lord Howe Islands.  
 
IBAs in the Australian Government’s Offshore Territories 
Six Important Bird Areas (IBAs) have been designated on the Australian Government’s 
offshore Territories. These include Ashmore Reef, Christmas Island, the Coringa-Herald 
Reefs, Heard & McDonal Islands, Norfolk Island, Phillip Island (Norfolk Island) and North 
Keeling Island but do not include those territories, such as Lord Howe Island, that are under 
the jurisdictions of Australian states. IBAs in the Australian Government group of territories 
have been designated for threatened island endemics such as the Norfolk Island Parakeet and 
Norfolk Island Gerygone, threatened seabird species such as Rockhopper Penguin, Macaroni 
Penguin and Black-browed Albatross and congregatory seabirds such as Red-tailed 
Tropicbird and Wedge-tailed Shearwater.  
 
Norfolk Island IBA 
The Norfolk Island IBA consists of the whole of Norfolk Island (3455 ha) and Nepean 
Island, a small (10 ha) island located in the western Pacific Ocean about 1700 km east of 
Sydney. The two islands have been designated as a single IBA for four globally threatened 
endemic bird species (Norfolk Island Parakeet, Norfolk Island Gerygone, Slender-billed 
White-eye and White-chested White-eye) and congregatory seabirds. The two islands support 
more than one percent of the global populations of Wedge-tailed Shearwater and Red-tailed 
Tropicbird, both congregatory seabird species.  
 
Norfolk Island also provides critical 
habitat for a number of endemic sub-
species of bushbirds. These include 
endemic sub-species of Pacific Robin, 
Golden Whistler, Grey Fantail and Sacred 
Kingfisher. A number of seabirds, 
including White Tern and Black Noddy, 
breed on Norfolk or Nepean Islands.  
 
The rocky stacks to the north of Norfolk 
Island are only a few metres offshore but 
provide important rat- and cat-free 
breeding grounds for seabirds, including 
Grey Ternlet.  
 

Araucaria and tree fern forest, Norfolk Island. Much 
of the original habitat of this island Important Bird 
Area has been cleared. The remaining habitat is 
critically important for the island’s globally important 
endemic bushbirds. Photo by Margaret Christian.  

For its endemic bushbirds, rainforest is the 
most important habitat on Norfolk Island. 
Today, most of Norfolk is covered by 
mixed farmland (e.g. pasture, croplands, 
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orchards) and residential/commercial areas. The native rainforest and palm and vine forest 
that once dominated the island have been extensively cleared and are now largely confined to 
the 650 ha Norfolk Island National Park. Introduced plants such as Red Guava, African Olive, 
Wild Tobacco, Lantana and Hawaiian Holly have invaded and in many instances replaced the 
native vegetation of the island. In addition to these introduced plant species, the island also 
now supports some stands of introduced eucalypts. The coastline of Norfolk Island comprises 
a combination of sandy beaches, rocky shores and coastal cliffs. Nepean Island is a low (~30 
m) island formed of aeolianitic calcarenite that supports coastal herbs and forbs (e.g. Pigface 
and Native Spinach), Moo-oo, Native Rush, Native Flax, some Coastal Fern and several small 
(less than 2 m tall) White Oaks. 
 
Phillip Island (Norfolk Island) IBA 
The Phillip Island (Norfolk Island) IBA a small (190 ha) uninhabited island located 
approximately 6 km south of Norfolk Island in the western Pacific Ocean was designated as 
an extension of the Norfolk Island National Park in the 1990s. The surface of the island is 
mostly bare rock and earth, but the island does support a rapidly re-generating if still patchy 
vegetation comprising more than 60 species of native and introduced plants. Pigs, goats and 
rabbits were deliberately released on Phillip Island shortly after Norfolk Island was settled by 
the British in 1788. These species negatively impacted on the local fauna and flora and 
ecological integrity of the island and local seabird colonies were almost eliminated. In the 
ensuing decades, massive amounts of soil were lost through erosion. Since rabbits were 
eradicated from the island in the late 1980s, the extent of vegetation on the island has been 
increasing, aided by a restoration program undertaken by the Australian Government.  

 
Phillip Island currently supports 
small populations of petrels now 
extinct on Norfolk Island and 
restricted to single other islands. 
Phillip Island has been designated 
as an IBA for supporting 
populations of two globally 
threatened petrels, Providence 
Petrel and White-necked Petrel. It 
has also been designated for 
supporting more than one percent 
of the world’s population of Grey 
Ternlet, a species that appears to 
be declining in number over 
recent decades.  
 

Red-tailed Tropic-bird nesting on Norfolk Island. The 
Tropic-birds are one of a number of seabirds utilising 
critically important breeding habitat on Norfolk and Phillip 
Islands. Photo by Julie Kirkwood.  

At least 13 species of seabirds 
utilise Phillip Island as breeding 
grounds, including the regionally 
significant Kermadec Petrel (listed 
as Vulnerable in New South 

Wales), Black-winged Petrel, Wedge-tailed Shearwater, Little Shearwater, Masked Booby, 
Sooty Tern and Common Noddy.  
 
Conservation Significance of the Norfolk Island IBAs 
Both the Norfolk Island and Phillip Island (Norfolk Island) IBAs have been designated for 
supporting globally significant populations of globally threatened birds, or more than one 
percent of the world’s populations of a number of congregatory seabirds. These IBAs have 
international, national and regional conservation significance that warrants increased and on-
going conservation action to manage threats and protect threatened species, congregatory 
seabirds and critical habitats. 


