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The first weeks of the New Year have been extremely busy for the Norfolk Island Government 
the Chief Minister said this week.  
 
Last week the Island was visited by Mr. Steve Clay, Acting Assistant Secretary, Territories 
East Branch, Department of Regional Australia, Regional Development and Local 
Government. This was Mr. Clay’s first visit to Norfolk Island.  
 
This week we have had the pleasure to welcome have the newly appointed Chief Magistrate, 
Warren Donald to the Island.  Chief Magistrate Donald met with the Members of the 
Legislative Assembly, the local Magistrates, the Registrar and Norfolk Island’s Legal 
Partitioners.  Chief Magistrate Donald brings a wealth of experience and knowledge and is 
looking forward to a long association with the Norfolk Island community.   
 
In addition to Chief Magistrate Donald, this week saw another visit from Mr Robert Patch, 
Director, Norfolk Island Section, Department of Regional Australia, Regional Development 
and Local Government. In the Canberra scene Mr Patch reports to Mr Clay mentioned above.  
Mr Patch was on Island to speak to local residents and to discuss the strategies for the medium 
to long term sustainability of Norfolk Island with the local Government Officers. This round 
of discussions demonstrates that both Governments are continuing to work in partnership to 
provide the best way forward for the Island.  
 
Later this month the Minister for Regional Australia, Regional Development and Local 
Government, the Hon. Simon Crean will visit the Island. I look forward to meeting with 
Minister Crean to further our strong relationship and to continue discussions regarding a 
sustainable future for Norfolk Island. Mr Crean has visited the Island on a previous occasion 
in a private capacity however this will be his first official visit.  
 
As a component of the Commonwealth partnership a Commonwealth funded “Community 
Survey” which is a study of the Norfolk Island population and economy as identified in the 
Commonwealth Memorandum of Understanding, is planned for Wednesday the 9th of March 
2011. The “Community Survey” is endorsed by the Norfolk Island Government and will be 
conducted by Commonwealth representatives. The survey is designed to assess the need for 
further Commonwealth Funding and provide a range of relevant data required to plan for the 
future.   
 
Exact details of survey will be available in the near future. It is envisioned however that there 
will be public meetings prior to the survey to allow the community to ask questions, as well as 
the opportunity to seek individual assistance from Commonwealth representatives if 
necessary.  
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Other happenings since my last Chief Minister’s report include the successful transfer of the 
first and second tranche of the Commonwealth Funding Agreement monies, the completion of 
the first round of budget discussions and the first Sitting of Parliament for 2011.  
 
This year also marks the 25th birthday of the Norfolk Island National Park with celebrations 
being held later in the year. 2011 is going to be an extremely demanding governmental year. 
The Government’s plan is that this will progressively transpose into wider business activity. 
Notwithstanding the continuing low visitor numbers, with my Ministerial Colleagues, I 
encourage the community in a positive outlook.   
 
 
4th February 2011 
David E. Buffett  
Chief Minister  
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